By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


AGAWAM — Following questions and 
criticisms raised at last week’s city coun- 
cil public safety subcommittee workshop, 
Mayor Richard A. Cohen gathered with 
department heads and two of the three 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 


AGAWAM 


HOCKEY.......94 


24 PAGES 


www.turley.com 


Officials converge, communicate on cleanup 


Mayor responds to criticisms raised at council workshop 


subcommittee members during a meeting 
held Monday, Dec. 19. 

During that meeting — with town staff 
representing the police, fire, emergency 
management, and public works depart- 
ments — Cohen told Councilors James 
Cichetti and Robert Rossi (both members 
of the Agawam City Council’s Public 
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Beautiful dolls dressed in their Christmas best surrounded one of the 


trees. Santa flying in style. 


FWC Agawam Junior Women’s Club held its first Holiday Homes Tour 

Dec. 10 featuring six homes in the Agawam and Feeding Hills area. The 

committee worked countless hours organizing the tour and their hard work 
was rewarded with many attendees enjoying the beautifully decorated homes. See 


more photos page 12 and 13. 


Agawam business closes after 47 years 


By Sarah Platanitis 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


On Dec. 31, Taylor Rental, Agawam’s 
tool and equipment rental store, and its 
party division, Taylor Rental Party Plus, 
will close its doors after 47 years. 

Owners Bob Conti and his sister Janet 
Walsh- Young have decided that the time 
is right to retire from the 
business that their father, 
Louis Conti, began in Feb- 
ruary 1965. 

“No one from the fam- 
ily was interested in taking 
over so we decided to sell 
the land to Sarat and make 
a clean break,” said Conti 
of the family business that 
was one of the first Taylor 
Rental franchises in the 
United States. “We feel 
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this is the right thing to do at the right 
time for the right reasons. The last few 
years have been good for us and we’ve 
always had solid financial conditions. 
We’re very thankful.” 

The Taylor Rental businesses employed 
16 full-time employees, expanding to 25 
in the summertime. Many employees 
have been with the company for a long 


Safety Subcommittee) that he would con- 
tinue to stand by his department heads in 
their response to the Oct. 29 snowstorm. 

In addition to his assertion, Cohen 
also answered questioned and criticisms 
brought up at the workshop by council- 
ors. 

He quickly dispelled what he called 


time, including one who has been there 
for over 33 years, and are all considered 
family. 

“We made lots of nice friends over the 
years and we got along well with all of 
them. We’ll miss that kind of thing, espe- 
cially that camaraderie with fellow work- 
ers,” said Conti. 


Please see CLOSED, page 6 
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Taylor Rental, 
located at 221 
Springfield St., 
Agawam, will 
close its doors 
for good Dec. 31 
after 47 years of 
service. 


misinformation regarding the existence 
of a proper shelter at the Agawam Senior 
Center. 

Cohen said a warming center was opened 
at the senior center on Oct. 30, the day fol- 
lowing the storm, but that it was closed at 
night and did not serve as a shelter due to 
lack of use. 


Please see CLEANUP, page 6 


Sewer rates 
to increase 
in January 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


AGAWAM - Residents will see an in- 
crease in sewer use bills issued after Jan. 
1, 2012 after the Agawam City Council 
recently approved an increase to $3.04 
per hundred cubic feet of wastewater dis- 
charged into the sewer system. 

The approved resolution also includes 
an approved flat rate of $273.60 per year 
per dwelling unit for users without water 
service. The rate is equivalent to a yearly 
wastewater discharge of 9,000 cubic feet. 

The previous rate was $2.40 per hundred 
cubic feet. 

The rate changes were made necessary 
after the town realized it was not collect- 
ing enough sewer use funds to pay for 
the maintenance and operation of the sys- 
tem. The sewer system requires a revenue 
stream independent of the property tax to 
adequately cover the expenses. 

Councilor Robert Rossi, who was head 
of the sewer subcommittee for the city 
council and has been especially proud of 
the accomplishments on the South West 
Sewer Project, said he was happy to see the 
change in the rates finally come before the 
council finally. 

Town Treasurer/Collector Laurel Plac- 
zek stated the revenue from Wastewater 
accounts did not come in as expected this 
year. 

“This is an indication that our sewer rate 
is too low,” Rossi said at a finance subcom- 
mittee meeting, during which the subcom- 
mittee voted unanimously to recommend 
the new rates to the full council. 

The sewer rate increase was accompa- 
nied by two other resolutions approved by 
the council appropriating $492,993 from 
the Wastewater Department Available Fund 
to the operational fund. The transfer was 
utilized to subsidize the gap in anticipated 
revenue that Placzek indicated. 

The last resolution was the approval of 
betterment assessments issued to residents 
that are part of the Phase I South West 
Project. 

The council adopted an assessment of 
$675 per unit for a general betterment, as 
well as a cost of $1,666 for a special ben- 
efit assessment. 

The assessments per unit total $2,341, 
which is below the $2,600 betterment cost 
Rossi had previously estimated following 
the completion of Phase I. Rossi said he is 
pleased to see the betterments going out to 
the residents to hook up to the sewer sys- 


Please see RATES, page 6 
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A ‘puzzling’ donation 


AGAWAM - Mayor 
Richard A. Co- 
hen announced 
last week that the 
town donated 600 
children’s puzzles 
to Captain Sand- 
erson of the Sal- 
vation Army. From pata cleus 
left, Chris Catja- 
kis, Conrad Curtis, 
Cohen, Captain H. 
Don Sanderson 
and Charles Val- 
des. 


Dear Sue, 


Do you remember how 
worried | was about my 
mom living alone? 


She moved to Reeds Landing 
and loves her new life. I’m 
so relieved! 


She has made new friends, 
plays bridge again, and goes 
for walks by the lake. And she 
sees her doctor right in the 


Reeds Landing Wellness Center. 


No more driving to an office 
and waiting for hours. 


Bring your mom for lunch. 
The food is great! 


All the best, 
Betsy 


Reeds Landing Retirement Community 
offers assisted living, independent 
living and skilled nursing care. If the 
time has come to look at a more 
supportive environment for your mom, 
dad, or other loved one, we invite you 
to visit Reeds Landing. Call 413.782.1800 
to schedule a private tour and to learn 
about our new pricing program. 


807 Wilbraham Road, Springfield 
www.LoomisCommunities.org 


ReedsLanding 


A member of The Loomis Communities 
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Christmas tree 
collection schedule 


The Department of Public Works has announced that Al- 
lied Waste Services will again provide a courtesy collec- 
tion of Christmas Trees on the following days. 

Routes | and 5, Monday, Jan. 9; Routes 2 and 6, Tues- 
day, Jan. 10; Routes 3 and 7, Wednesday, Jan. 11; Routes 4 
and 8, Thursday, Jan, 12. 

Christmas trees seven feet or larger must be cut in half 
and placed on the tree belt no earlier than 7 a.m. of the col- 
lection day listed above. Trees in plastic bags will not be 
collected. Also, it is not the responsibility of the hauler to 
dig out trees buried in the snow due to plowing or exces- 
sive snowfall. 

Be aware that the regular trash truck will not be collect- 
ing trees; a separate truck will be running the collection 
on the dates above. Should you wish to dispose of your 
tree prior to or after your scheduled collection day, yard 
waste passes for Bondi’s Island Landfill are available at the 
Department of Public Works Monday through Friday, 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 


Rotary Club plans 
year-end review 


The Agawam Rotary Club will meet Wednesday, Dec. 
28 at 12:15 p.m. at Storrowton Tavern for lunch and year- 
end review. 

Check the Rotary out locally at www.agawamrotary. 
org. As Rotarians, they sponsor local scholarships and 
charities and raise money for local, national, and interna- 
tional service projects, including the worldwide elimina- 
tion of polio and providing clean drinking water. For more 
information on Rotary International, visit rotary.org. 
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WHERE IS IT? 


Each week Agawam Advertiser News will fea- 
ture a photo of a local building, item, sign, place 
or landmark and ask readers to pick their brains 
to figure out where it is or even what it is. Check 
here each week to test your knowledge of the area 
where we live and work. The photo will be from 
either Agawam or Feeding Hills, but we’ ll always 
give you a hint or two. 

The answer to this week’s “Where is it?” will 
run in next week’s edition along with the name of 
the first person to submit a correct answer and a 
new trivia photo for you to consider. 

E-mail answers or future Where Is It? sugges- 
tions to editor Jennifer Wroblewski at jwroblews- 
ki @turley.com. 


Turley Publications photo by Connie J. Casagrande 


This week’s where is it has been busy with 
last-minute holiday card and package de- 
liveries. 


Last week’s photo: 
Bethany Assembly 
of God in Agawam. 


Thank you for your business! 


From all of us at 
(¢ |) A\ Roofing & Siding Contractors, LLC 


Over 30 years experience 


Oo 


279 Garden Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


(413) 786-4081 + (888) 786-4081 


Fax (413) 786-2196 


cdroofer@comcast.net 
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Opening the doors to Santa’s workshop 


Agawam family hosts 
holiday event 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


AGAWAM - The real spirit of Christmas was found at 
Avalon Place Dec. 11 as Santa opened up his “workshop“ 
at the Bys household. 

Paul Bys, his wife Donna, and their daughter Alyssa 
opened up their home and their front yard to children from 
all over the area as they expanded a tradition that began 
with just a few neighborhood children several years ago. 

The open house allowed families to bring their children 
to visit Santa, who was sitting aboard a restored 1883 horse 
buggy. The buggy was bolted down and was attached to a 
decorative horse to complete the display. 

Santa visited with children, who were able to have their 
pictures taken and printed to take home. The Bys family 
provided the photographer and prints for the families. 

Inside a part of the Bys’ home was a workshop with 
cookies, desserts, and apple cider. There was also a table 
full of gifts and each child was allowed to take one home 
from their visit. 

Donna Bys said the tradition started three years ago as 
something the family wanted to do for the people in the 
Avalon Place neighborhood. 

“We believe in giving back to the community,” she said. 
“Myself and Alyssa are part of the Rotary Club and we like 
to do things like for people. We started it out as something 
just for the kids on the street and we expanded it last year 
and got about 40 kids here.” 

She said there are many parents who cannot afford to 
take their children out to see Santa in the malls or afford to 
have photos taken with him, memories that can last forever 
for the small children. The Bys family was happy to pro- 
vide that opportunity. 

“We really hope more families will come out and take 
part in this,” said Donna Bys. Her family began distribut- 
ing brochures advertising the event last year in order to 
increase participation. 

While they provided much of what was needed for the 
event, individual Rotarians, and Easthampton Bank also 
provided donations that helped pay for the food and the 
toys the children were able to take home. 

Shawn Devillier, who lives on Avalon Place and has four 
children, said the event is typical of the Bys family and is 
something he has been happy to bring his children to for 
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Turley Publications photos by Gessory A. Scibelli 
Madison Pereira, 3, sits on Santa’s lap. Santa’s visit to Feeding Hills was hosted by the Bys family 


last Sunday. 


the past three years. 

“We are a very close knit community,” said Devillier. 
“But this is what you look for when you look for a commu- 
nity. We like seeing the families come to the neighborhood 
and enjoying time with each other.” 

Paul Bys, who is in charge of communicating with Santa 
each year, said he also likes entertaining the families that 
come to his home. 

“We hope this will turn into a great tradition as the years 
go on,” he said. “The kids have fun and everyone gets a 
little something to take home with them.” 

Paul Bys said he hopes to soon break 100 visitors. 

Agawam City Councilor and fellow Rotarian George 
Bitzas said he was happy to see residents in the community 
welcoming children during the holiday season. 

“Tt’s so wonderful for a family to open up their home and 
be as generous as the Bys family is being,” said George. 
“This is a great thing for our community and shows the 
great character of our town here.” 

There are plans to hold a visit from Santa at the Bys 
home next year. 
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Jessica 
Kenyon, 6, has 
her pick of 
many goodies. 
Children were 
able to visit 
“Santa’s Work- 
shop” to have 
desserts and 
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DINION 
Don’t leave 


your furry friends 
in the cold 


he days are certainly getting cold- 
| er, and as the mercury continues 
to plummet we dress ourselves ac- 
cordingly in hats, mittens, a winter coat 
and even a scarf if the weather calls for it. 
We take all means necessary to make sure 
we and our children stay warm. The same 
precautions need to be taken for the furri- 
est members of the family. Not that pets 
need to sport a scarf and hat, but there are 
some ways to make sure they are kept safe 
and warm. 

As the harsh winter months settle in, it 
is important to think about keeping your 
pets safe from all of the dangers that 
the season can present. The Massachu- 
setts Emergency Management Agency 
(MEMA) offers tips each year to help pet 
owners ensure they are being responsible 
caregivers during these brutal months in 
New England. 

First, do not leave your pet outdoors 
when temperatures drop below freezing. 
You wouldn’t want to be out there, why 
would the dog? They need outdoor exer- 
cise, but take care not to keep them out- 
doors for lengthy periods of time during 
very cold weather. Pets that are mostly 
indoors need time to adapt to cold tem- 
peratures by building up a thicker coat 
and toughening their footpads for ice and 
snow. Short-coated dogs may feel more 
comfortable wearing a sweater during 
walks. Dogs and cats are safer indoors 
during all sorts of extreme weather. 

We shod our feet in thick winter boots 
that are weather- and waterproof to pre- 
vent frostbite and the same goes for our 
pet; we need to care for their feet, too. If 
your pet walks on salted or chemically 
treated areas, be sure to wash its paws af- 
ter your walk. Gently rub the bottom of 
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the feet to remove these irritants as soon 
as your dog is off the road. Many dogs 
need boots in cold weather, regardless of 
their coat length. (If you snap a picture of 
your pup wearing some, be sure to send 
it in!) If your dog frequently lifts up its 
paws, whines or stops during walks, it 
may be demonstrating that its feet are un- 
comfortably cold. 

Wind-chill is also a threat to pets, even 
those protected by shelters. Outdoor dogs 
must be protected by a dry, draft-free 
doghouse that is large enough to allow it 
to both sit and lie down comfortably, but 
small enough to retain body heat. The 
floor should be elevated a few inches off 
the ground and covered with cedar shav- 
ings or straw. The entrance of the dog- 
house should be turned to face away from 
prevailing winds, and the entrance should 
be covered with a flap of heavy water- 


Letters to the Editor 


Emergency response 
to be commended 


To the editor: 


On Nov. 3 and Dec. 7, I had to call 911 
for help with my husband, Paul, due to his 
heart. The ambulance arrived within three 
minutes both times. The EMTs provided 
excellent medical care, transporting Paul 
to Baystate Medical in no time. 

I want the people in town to know the 
excellent service our 911 team provides 
when we need them. 

Iam happy to say Paul is home and do- 
ing well. I will always be thankful to the 
Agawam 911 team. 


Elaine Bowler 
Feeding Hills 
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proof fabric or heavy plastic. Though, re- 
member the best place for them is really 
inside, enjoying the warmth of the house. 

We may not want to pack on the pounds 
during these months, but pets need the 
extra food, especially those that spend 
a greater amount of time outdoors in the 
winter. Maintaining warmth depletes ener- 
gy. If you keep water outside for your pet, 
routinely check its bowl to ensure the wa- 
ter is fresh and not frozen. To prevent your 
pet’s tongue from freezing to its feeding or 
drinking bowl, plastic, rather than metal 
food and water bowls are preferred. 

And, just like the hot summer months, 
never leave a pet locked inside a car dur- 
ing extremely cold weather. Cars can actu- 
ally act like a refrigerator, holding in cold 
air, putting your pet at risk. Also, be leery 
of frozen bodies of water. Always keep 
your pets on a leash when walking them 


near suspected frozen bodies of water like 
lakes or ponds. The ice may not be sturdy 
enough to support its weight. Ifa pet falls 
through the ice, do not attempt to rescue it 
yourself; call 911 or go for help. 

Other big dangers of the winter months 
are antifreeze and de-icing chemicals, which 
can be extremely hazardous. Many types of 
antifreeze have a sweet taste that can attract 
animals, but if they ingest the chemical it 
may prove to be fatal. Always store anti- 
freeze out of reach and clean up spills. 

Finally, be sure to make sure there are 
no animals seeking warmth and shelter 
inside your car engine. Warm automobile 
engines are dangerous for cats and small 
wildlife. Parked vehicles can attract small 
animals, which may crawl under the hood 
to seek warmth. To avoid injuring hiding 
animals, bang on your car’s hood to scare 
them off before starting your engine. 


Agawam needs to 
stay competitive 
To the editor: 


In reading about another high school 
being built (West Springfield) makes 
me wonder if Agawam is really com- 
mitted to its future students. Building a 
new high school is the best way to show 
our community is behind education. 
A new high school would increase the de- 
mand for people to live in Agawam and 
send their children to the school system. 
Anew high school will help give Agawam 
students the tools to compete nationally 
and globally. As we stand today a new 
high school is not feasible due to lack of 
revenues and a non-business friendly cul- 
ture. We have continued to stop “real” re- 
tail from happening due to a small yet anti- 


business mentality that just won’t go away. 
In my pursuit of a city council bid I spoke 
with groups (seniors, students and fami- 
lies) about retail and the majority wanted 
something. Please don’t tell me it can’t 
happen. This is why I ran for council 
and was willing to work with zoning 
and our business development group to 
finally develop a zoning we could all 
work with. With no new change in gov- 
ernment I think what you see here is how 
it will stay. This being said, all potential 
projects such as high schools or teen 
centers are a mirage and really taint this 
town of the greatness that it could have. 
Finally, our elected officials need a game 
plan to keep Agawam competitive. As I 
see it the clock is ticking and we are way 
behind. 
Peter McNair 
Agawam 


Letters to the Editor must include a name, address, and daytime telephone number for author verification purposes. We do 
not publish anonymous letters. All letters are subject to editing for content and space. The deadline is Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. 
Please send letters to Agawam Advertiser News, Letters to the Editor, Attn: Teri Machia, 23 Southwick St., Feeding Hills, 


MA 01030 or e-mail aan @turley.com. 
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The Good Shepherd 


Brownie on a billboard 


YESTERDAY'S 


HOMETOWN 
NEWS 


© "ES PLAEO 


WALT WILLARD 
COLUMNIST 


lor about two weeks, maybe three, 
H: drove by a billboard that caught 

my eye. On it was a big picture 
of an insurance agent with his name 
and phone number. The name was Paul 
Delskey. Curiosity finally got the bet- 
ter of me so I called. Sure enough, it 
was our Brownie from the class of “85. 
Paul was one of my math students at 
AHS and graduated from WNEC in 
1990. He then worked for four years 
as a salesman for a food broker before 
switching to Enterprise. Moving up 
the corporate ladder, Paul was given 
a promotion to Pennsylvania. After 
13 years with Enterprise, Paul had a 
chance for a job with State Farm up 
here so he took it. Paul and his wife 
Kelly live in Somers with their three 
children, Ashley, Zachary and Cole. 
Many of us remember Paul’s dad, Paul 
Delskey, Jr., who lost his battle with can- 
cer in August 2010, right before his 50th 
class reunion. Charlie Gibson “60 wrote 
these lines in the 60’s reunion booklet: 
“The reunion committee had a lot of fun 
sharing Paul’s enthusiasm for our 50th 
and if he was experiencing any frustra- 


Paul Delskey, Jr. 


tion in his efforts to bring a group of 
dinosaurs out of the technological dark 
ages, he never showed it. A number of 
classmates were able to enjoy the com- 
pany of Paul and his wife Paula (Bracci) 
at the recent final reunion concert of Carl 
Montagna’s_ band, ‘Milestone.’ More 
than 20 classmates had logged in to his 
Facebook reunion project and if you 
are enjoying the evening, Paul played a 
big part in making it a success. Sadly 
missed and fondly remembered!” 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Walt Willard went 
to AHS and taught math there for 16 
years. He can be reached at 786-7924. 
Call him. Walt loves your feedback and 
any and all information or tidbits you 
can offer. 
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#1 in sales volume in Real Estate Transactions for the year 2010 - source MLS PIN 1/1/2010-12/31/2010 


357 No. Westfield St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Looking for a career in real estate? Real Estate Careers Institute 
Call for upcoming class schedules Rose Stanisewski 
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$343,000 
Many pleasant surprises are found in this beautiful 5-bed, 3.5-bath one time 
ranch now expanded colonial. 2-bdrms are on the 1st floor and the remaining 3 
on the 2nd floor. The 1st floor defines wide open floor plan with an incredible 
front entry room. The completely renovated kitchen is off the back of the home 
giving more room. This home was designed to utilized space to the fullest. 
Closets galore, huge basement, 2-concrete patios, a rear garage door, fenced in 
yard and so on. #1313179 


$244,900 
This cozy home has a beautiful open living area with surround sound in the fam- 
ily room. This winter stay stress free with a roof heater that melts the snow 
away. What a fabulous feature to have in your home here in New England. This 
home also offers other additions including central vac, window quilts in bed 
room & kitchen, gas fireplace in family room, porcelain floor in dinning area, 
back up generator, 12x24 shed and an over sized garage. Make your appt. today 
to see this beautiful home! #1264247 


$149,900 
MOTIVATED SELLER! 8rm, 4bdrm, 1.5ba Colonial. The core is there, all that's 
needed is some interior updating to make it a very nice home. A walk-up attic 
can easily be finished for additional living space/bdrms or office. Relax & enjoy 
the 3-season side porch. The 1/2 acre lot gives you ample space on both side & 
rear yard. A nice double wide driveway leads to a 2-car garage. This home is 


priced to sell! #1257478 


at 


—~ ~~ & 


Homes « Heroes 


RENTAL 
ars 


$1,400/mth 
Mansion Woods, one of the most sought after condominium complexes in all of 
Agawam is the setting for this 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo. Outside enjoy the 
peaceful park like grounds and double tennis court. Inside you get an updated 
unit with ample room and full basement for your storage. This unit is offers quali- 
ty of living at an affordable price. #1311552 


$288,000 
A true gem in an exceptional area describes this move-in-cond 3-bdrm, 2 full 
bath colonial. Amenities include: hardwood & granite counter tops/stainless 
appl/beautiful in-ground pool & patio w a 3 season porch. Recent updates: hot 
water tank/vinyl fence front & rear/stove & dishwasher/2nd flr carpets, vanity & 
flr/pool liner/. Simply put this home is extraordinary, pride of ownership radiates 
through. #1286616 


$350,000 
Wonderfully cared for & updated large colonial w/great extra features on cul-de-sac! 
Beautifully maintained grounds come w/a detached 3rd car garage/storage shed w/ 
electricity, large deck w/built-in benches, spacious patio beneath grapevines & 
above ground pool. Interior features a two-story foyer entrance, formal living & din- 
ing rooms & huge master suite w/additional room attached for use of your choice! 
Half finished basement area with newly built, fully tiled full bath. #1250386 


Home for Heroes is a community-minded company that offers 
considerable savings to heroes when they buy or sell a home. Our 
heroes consist of all military personnel, firefighters, police officers, 
emergency medical personnel, correction officers and teachers. 


Visit Homes for Heroes at www.homesforheroes.com to see for 

yourself how the program can benefit you. George Moriarty is 

your local Homes for Heroes Affiliate. Contact him directly at 
413-330-8328 or email george.moriarty@century21.com. 
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66 B ut you, Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Ju- 

dah; for out of you will come a ruler who 


will shepherd my people 
Israel.’ (Matthew 2:6, 
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ing will get to the sheep without having 
to get by him first. The shepherd cares for 
his flock and literally lays down his life 
for his sheep. 

Matthew reminds 


us of what Micah the 


NIV) Throughout the Old og ae prophet foretold when 
Testament, God continu- MATTERS he said the Messiah 
ally related to the nation would be born in Beth- 
of Israel as a shepherd © 7 PES FLIES lehem and rule the peo- 


leading a flock of sheep. 
The role of a shepherd 
was one of a caregiver, 
protector, provider and 
disciplinarian. As far as 
animals go, sheep are not 
the most intelligent crea- 
tures at times. 

They have a tendency 
to wander away from the 


fall down the steep cliffs 
of the Israeli mountains. 
Aside from these careless 
tendencies, sheep have a very close con- 
nection to the shepherd. They realize the 
shepherd is their source of food, drink, 
shelter and 

protection. They know his voice and 
specific call when he cries out for them 
to come follow him. If several herds are 
grazing together the sheep will only fol- 
low the call of their shepherd. The sheep 
rely solely on the care of their master to 
lead them to good pasture and fresh water. 
At night the shepherd will place the ani- 
mals in a cave 

and place himself between the sheep 
and any danger lurking in the night. Noth- 


Woe 
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toa 
A 
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flock putting themselves at REV. TIM REED upon the crowds that 
risk from predators. They BETHANY ASSEMBLY followed him and had 
also have been known to OF GOD compassion — because 
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Holiday Hours 
Cnatnas Eve ie lpm 


Cupola Hollow 


Gift Baskets Avatlable or Come In 
and Make Your Own Custom Basket 


Holiday Pie Orders & Cookie Trays 
for the Holidays in Many Sizes 


Cupola Hollow Farm ~~~ 
1510 North Stone Street * West Sutiese CT 06093 » 860-668-0859 


SUNSHINE DENTAL CARE 


General Dentistry for Kids & Families 


Winnie Cheung D.M.D 


g a a | 
ch Southwick’s Family Dentist 


515 College Highway (Rte. 202), Southwick, MA 
For appointment, please call 
(413) 569-1118 © www.sunshinedentalcare.com 
Our Mission “To promote dental health for the 
community and to make children realize that dental 
visits are not fearful, but enjoyable instead.” 


ple of Israel like a shep- 
herd. The baby born to 
Mary and Joseph was 
the King of the Jews, 
and yet he did not as- 
sume the throne here on 
earth. His mission was 
to seek and save the lost 
sheep wandering in the 
darkness. He looked 


they were harassed and 
helpless — like sheep 
without a shepherd. He 
even called himself “the good shepherd” 
in John, chapter 10. 

Yes, Jesus would come as King of the 
Jews but his call to “come follow me” 
crosses all racial barriers. He is a “good 
shepherd” to all mankind and he wants 
to bring you into his loving and protec- 
tive care. Maybe you are wandering in a 
difficult place needing the help of some- 
one who can provide what you truly need. 
May I suggest you take time to hear the 
cry of the good shepherd of scripture who 
says, “come follow me.” You will not be 
disappointed. Let faith transform your life 
this Christmas season. 


Christmas 
Day a 


Farm 
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American Red Cross schedules local blood drives 


The American Red Cross will host a community blood 
drive Tuesday, Jan. 10 from 1-6 p.m. at OMG, 153 Bowles 
Road, Agawam, and again Friday, Jan. 20 at the Agawam 
Fire Dept., 800 Main St. from noon to 6 p.m. All eligi- 


Volunteers needed for 


children’s organization 


Did you know that one in every 50 children in the 
U.S will go to sleep without a home this year? Ho- 
rizons for Homeless Children is seeking fun-loving, 
dependable people to interact and play with children 
living in family homeless shelters and domestic vio- 
lence shelters throughout Western Massachusetts. A 
commitment of two hours a week is required for at 
least six months. Day and evening hours are avail- 
able. Trainings are held regularly and are listed on the 
website. The next training will be held Saturday, Jan. 
21. For more information, email aditmer@horizons- 
forhomelesschildren.org or call (413) 532-0526. 


RATES, from page 1 


tem. The betterments will allow the town to continue 
doing sewer improvements, he said. 

“This is a clear indication that project is well on its 
way and the town will get to collect some revenue,” 
Rossi said. “We will have more people that will partici- 
pate in the town’s sewer system. It will ease the pain 
for the town to do further phases down the line.” 

Rossi praised the town’s approach to the sewer proj- 
ect, saying the phased-in approach has worked well for 
the town. 

“We have done this in pieces in a ‘pay-as-you-go’ 
approach,” said Rossi. “It will pave the way for phases 
2, 3, and 4. We’ll get more revenue and be able to add 
future sewer systems.” 

Residents wanting to hook up to the sewer system 
will also have to pay a cost, but can space out paying 
those costs over a period of time through a payment 
plan. 

“Residents will pay around $5,500 (with hook up 
and betterment) if they hook up during Phase I,” said 
Rossi. “They could pay about $20 per month if they 
want to.” 

The cost of the first phase came in significantly under 
budget. More than $3.7 million was authorized to be 
spent on first phase. The total construction costs and the 
price for acquiring land for the pump stations that part 
of Phase II came in at $2.2 million. There is approxi- 
mately $1.6 million left in the Phase I authorization. 
Rossi said $643,600 will be spent for the design of 
Phase II and the remaining $900,000 will be applied to 
Phase II construction. Phase II is currently projected to 
cost $7.3 million. 

It will include 21,000 feet of sewer pipeline. There 
are land acquisition issues being cleared up for one of 
the pumping stations, Rossi said. 

Bid documents for Phase II should be completed by 
the end-of-the-calendar year and construction should 
hopefully begin sometime next spring. 


» Mobile Pet Grooming 


7" FULL SERVICE GROOMING ALL BREEDS, 
, CATS TOO! 


SPECIAL SERVICES! 

& 15-Step Spa Treatment 

& Pawdicures 

& Teeth Brushing 

& Flea & Tick Control 

& Special Therapeutic Shampoos 

& Aloe Re-moisturizing Treatment 
for Skin and Coat 


& FURminator 
Reduces shedding by 60-80% when 
done every four to six weeks. 

— 


ay 


Gift Certificates 
Available! 


, $10.00 Off NEW CUSTOMER DISCOUNTI 


I With paid 15-Step Grooming Process. Applies To First Time Appointment el 


11-800-PET-MOBILE, 


| www. aussiepetmobile com (1-800-738- eo2a)! 


ble and new blood donors are encouraged to give blood. 
Blood donors are needed everyday to ensure an adequate 
blood supply for patients in need. 

In January, all presenting donors will receive a cou- 


CLOSED, from page 1 


According to Conti, the Taylor Rental businesses have 
always enjoyed working in the Springfield area. Gradua- 
tions for Westfield State University, Springfield College, 
Baypath College and Western New England University 
were always under the care of the Taylor Rental team. 

Their rental tents, tables and chairs gave rise to many a 
local event, such as countless weddings and outdoor gath- 
erings like the Taste of Springfield, Taste of West Spring- 
field, and the Pancake Breakfast since its inception. The 
Eastern States Exposition was a major customer, ordering 
the bulk of their Big E tents from Taylor for the past 35 
years. 

The business operated at its 270 Maple St. location 
for 20 years, the building which currently houses Family 
Bike. Conti noted how it serves as a reminder of when 
they started and how they would rent tandem bikes for 50 
cents a day. 

“We thought we were quite the business people doing 
that,” he laughed. “In our first full year in business, we did 
$19,000 total. It’s amazing how times have changed!” 

In the beginning, 90 percent of Taylor Rental’s business 
was aimed at the needs of contractors and do-it-yourself- 
ers with rental tools plus gardening and floor care equip- 
ment. As the construction business slowed over the years, 
Conti and Walsh- Young saw significant growth in the par- 
ty supplies area, which counted for nearly 75 percent of 
their business during 2011. 

“Maybe it’s an economy thing but there’s not a lot of 
contracting lately. People always find a way to have a par- 
ty, even during a depression,” said Conti, recalling their 
rookie inventory of tables and chairs for parties. 

As the business grew, the brother and sister duo took it 
over from their father. They built the 221 Springfield St. 
facility and self-storage units in 1985 in addition to open- 
ing locations in West Springfield and Wilbraham. 

The purchase of a temporary storage building in 
Windsor Locks, Conn., became their fourth loca- 
tion while an 8,000 square foot addition was built 
onto the Agawam location to allow for a merger of all 
three stores in 2008, making them the largest full-ser- 
vice Taylor Rental facility in Western Massachusetts. 


pon for a free pound of Dunkin’ Donuts coffee; prizes 
are not redeemable for cash and are non-transferable. 
To make an appointment to donate blood, call (800) RED 
CROSS (800-733-2767) or visit redcrossblood.org. 


“In my retirement, I still plan to work but would like a job 
with a little less responsibility,” said the 65 year-old Conti. 
“T want to take the winter off to downhill ski until April. 
My younger sister hopes to travel with her husband, who 
will retire next year, and enjoy time at home.” 

“This was a bittersweet decision for us,” said Walsh- 
Young. “While we look forward to retirement and the 
joys it brings, it saddens us to close our doors after being 
part of Agawam and the surrounding communities for al- 
most 50 years. We loved this business and were fortunate 
to meet so many nice people over the years. Those friend- 
ships will last forever.” 

Earlier this month, the entire rental inventory was auc- 
tioned off with the help of Capital Recovery Group of En- 
field, Conn. to a wall-to-wall audience. Conti hopes that 
the collection of tools, equipment, tents and party items 
will help the small business owners who attended grow 
their own companies. 

“The auction was incredible and successful beyond our 
wildest dreams. We’re also in the process of making a 
seamless transition with Jerome’s Party Rental. We owe 
it to our community and long-term customers because 
they were always good to us and we don’t want to leave 
anyone hanging.” 

Conti and Walsh- Young have set up a special team to 
connect Greg Jerome of Jerome’s Party Rental in West- 
field with his new list of “regulars.” At auction, Jerome 
acquired the Agawam company’s phone numbers, contact 
list and spent six figures on equipment to continue and 
sustain the long-time and local community connections. 

The building, warehouse and 5-acre property were sold 
to Sarat Ford Lincoln of Agawam. While the company 
has yet to develop final plans, they will move and manage 
their rental car and truck operation, All-Star Rent-a-Car, 
to the property. They will also take over operations of the 
140 storage units. 

“My son, myself and our manager have been sitting 
down to figure the best use for that space. To grow and 
expand, you need to look forward and that’s what we hope 
this opportunity will do for us,” said dealership owner 
Jack Sarat. ““We’ll definitely miss Bob and his sister. The 
family business has been great neighbors and friends for 
47 years and we wish them all the best of luck.” 


CLEANUP, from page 1 


“T closed up the shelter myself that night,” said Cohen. 
“No one wanted to sleep there. They were warm enough 
at the time.” 

The following day, with the indication that power 
would be out for an extended period of time, Cohen said 
the shelter was opened and did not close until the follow- 
ing Sunday, Nov. 6. 

Cohen also corrected a comment made by Agawam 
resident and former state Rep. Rosemary Sandlin, who 
accused that the shelter did not have a nurse on staff, a 
requirement of emergency management protocol for a 
shelter. 

“She was incorrect,” Cohen said of Sandlin’s claim. 

He said the rules specifically require a person who is 
qualified to do first aid and stated EMTs and police were 
utilized as needed in that capacity. 

He said no one had any major issues, adding, “Any- 
one who needed services received 
them. We had our senior citizen 
van operating and people who 
needed transportation received 
it.” 

Cohen said normally, residents 
who come to a shelter should be 
sleeping there to receive associ- 
ated services, but in Agawam’s 
case, no one was turned away. 

“People who wanted to come 
just to eat were able to do so,” 
said Cohen. “People were able 
to charge their phones or get 
warm.” 

He and Emergency Management Director Chet Nicora 
also addressed the lack of an official emergency opera- 
tions center. 

Cohen said in Agawam, all necessary personnel had 
radios and were in constant contact with one another. In 
addition, briefings were held daily at the DPW complex, 
where a Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency 
(MEMA) regional office is located. 

“We had no command center per se,” Nicora said. “But 
we had people active and in constant contact from the 
moment the storm started.” 

Nicora also explained that emergency protocol exists 
in Agawam through a set of guidelines known as the In- 
cident Command System (ICS). All department heads re- 


“We had people active and 
in constant contact from the 
moment the storm started.” 


CHET NICORA, DIRECTOR 
Agawam Emergency Management 


port to the mayor through the protocol. 

“We have a system in place and we were following 
it,’ said Cohen. “It has been approved by the state and 
FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency). We 
followed the ICS to a tee.” 

Nicora also said emergency management had some 
difficulties due to several of the volunteers dealing with 
individual issues at their homes, including downed trees 
and other damage. 

“We had very short staffing for volunteers,” said Nicora. 
“But the EMA’s job is really to assist the police and fire. 
We don’t have a full time EMA like other towns.” 

Cohen and Nicora went on further to state they were the 
target of services from residents of area towns. 

“We had people from Longmeadow, West Springfield, 
and Suffield and Enfield, [Conn.] wanting to come to our 
shelter,’ said Cohen. “Longmeadow called us and wanted 
to bring people to us.” 

While incident command was 
followed, Cohen acknowledged 
that not everything went per- 
fectly. He pointed out that while 
the town can work to prepare for 
a disaster, no two storms are the 
same. 

“You can have all the rules and 
regulations you want, but every 
storm is different and this storm 
was like nothing we had ever ex- 
perienced,” Cohen said. 

Department of Public Works 
Director Christopher Golba ex- 
plained the debris cleanup process; why collection was 
stopped at times and DPW personnel did not appear to be 
working in between. 

He said DPW personnel worked around town proper- 
ties, cemeteries, and schools, which were closed for a to- 
tal of five days. Schools re-opened on Nov. 7 while those 
in other towns remained closed. 

Golba blamed hiccups in the cleanup process on the 
stringent requirements by FEMA for use of state-ap- 
proved contractors for debris cleanup. 

“It’s good that we did it that way because we will not 
go through what Westfield is going through,” said Cohen. 
“They used their own people and they are not getting re- 
imbursed. They’ve spent more than $4 million.” 

Agawam should receive 75 percent reimbursement on 
storm. Debris costs totaled $6.5 million, he said. 
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School committee approves revised | Revised Agawam 
lunch price increase plan 


By Mike Lydick 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


When Agawam students return in January from their 
holiday break, they and their families should be prepared 
for a 25-cent increase in school lunch prices. 

On Jan. 1, the current lunch price of $2 for junior high 
and high school students will rise to $2.25 while lunch 
prices for elementary and middle school students will go 
from $1.75 to $2. 

Increased lunch prices for all grade levels— the first in 
more than five years — was approved by the school com- 
mittee at its Dec. 13 meeting. 

The good news is that a proposed increase for this 
September was put off until the following September. 
However, postponing the September 2012 increase will 
require that prices be raised by 25 cents for all grade lev- 
els on Sept. 1, 2013. 

At the committee’s Nov. 22 meeting, school depart- 
ment finance director Patricia Cavanaugh and food ser- 
vice director Joseph Lecuyer requested approval for a 
plan to phase in several lunch price increases between 
2012 and 2015 to meet a federal mandate (see sidebar 
for new prices). 

A vote on the request was tabled by the committee un- 
til December because a resolution calling for a vote was 
not included on the printed agenda for November. 


Concerned about financial hardships 

Committee members in November said they under- 
stood why lunch prices needed to be increased, but were 
still concerned that raising lunch prices — particularly 
with a jump of 25 cents at one time — could present fi- 
nancial hardships for some families during the current 
economic climate. 

“IT know we have to do it, but it’s going to be hard for 
parents to be paying extra money,” said committee mem- 
ber Shelley Reed during the November discussion. 

Reed also indicated that she was not happy about rais- 
ing lunch prices because of how the food service depart- 
ment had handled certain issues, including how to get a 
credit or a refund for unused meal tickets at the end of 
the school year and outdated student lunch information 
on the school’s Website. 


More accountability for more money 

At the December meeting, Reed said she would vote 
for the increases because of the health insurance and be- 
cause of the state and federal mandates, but added that 
parents and students deserved more accountability since 
they were being charged more money. 

“IT want to see the website updated. I want lunch tick- 
ets turned in at the end of the year. I don’t want to see 
anybody running out of milk, because if they do run out, 
then everybody should get their 40 cents back. I don’t 
want to see sour milk served at the lunch room. I want to 
be able to click on a website and see the lunch menu at 
the end of the month for the next month so that I or any 
other parent doesn’t have to guess what’s for lunch for 
the rest of the week,” said Reed. 

Reed also said she wanted more accountability for 
lunch money put on school IDs for junior high and high 
school students. 

“When students graduate, their cards should be wiped 
clean and any leftover funds should be returned to par- 
ents and/or students,” she said. 

Sapelli and Cavanaugh assured the committee that 
many of Reed’s concerns are being addressed. 

Cavanaugh said the milk shortage issue would be 
resolved by bringing milk from schools that had extra 
quantities to schools that needed more milk to ensure 
they do not run out. Sapelli said that the website is being 
updated and that the procedures and policies for return- 
ing or reusing unused lunch tickets would be posted on 
the site. 

The vote for the revised price increase was approved 5- 
0. Two committee members — Mayor Richard A. Cohen, 
who serves as committee chair, and Diane Juzba — were 
absent for the vote. 


Delay reduces financial burden 
Prior to the December vote, interim Superintendent 
William Sapelli told the committee that he had decided 
to delay a proposed September increase. Sapelli said he 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 


made the decision after listening to committee members 
express their reluctance to “burden families during these 
difficult financial times” by raising lunch prices twice in 
2012. 

Sapelli said he believed waiting to implement an- 
other increase until September 2013 would address the 
committee’s concerns while still allowing Agawam to 
comply with a new federal mandate known as the federal 
Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010. 

That section of the National School Lunch Program 
prohibits school districts from selling lunches to students 
for less than $2.46. That amount is what the federal gov- 
ernment currently reimburses districts for providing free 
lunches to eligible low-income students. 

The new requirement gives participating school dis- 
tricts a five-year period in which to make their paid lunch 
fees equal to the $2.46 amount. 


Other costs driving price increase 

Cavanaugh told the committee in November that a 25- 
cent increase was needed in January not only to meet the 
federal mandate, but also to cover higher food costs as- 
sociated with a new state requirement that school dis- 
tricts use more fresh fruit and vegetables and whole grain 
bread products. 

Additionally, she said the cost of providing health in- 
surance coverage to cafeteria employees must now be 
paid from the food service budget. Cavanaugh said the 
combined costs of the state requirement and the health 
insurance coverage made a large increase in January nec- 
essary to prevent the food service budget from having a 
deficit by the end of the school year. 

The last time Agawam school lunch prices rose was in 
the 2006-2007 school year. That increase raised prices 
by a quarter for all grades. Other area school districts 
— such as West Springfield and East Longmeadow -— are 
also increasing their student lunch prices because of the 
federal law. 


school lunch fees 
for 2012-13 


Lunch prices for Agawam students are go- 
ing up for all grade levels on Jan. 1, 2012 and 
Sept. 1, 2013. The increases are part of a plan to 
gradually raise prices to meet the federal paid- 
lunch-equity-requirement. 

Junior/senior high school lunch prices will be 
in compliance when they are increased to $2.50 
in September 2013. However, elementary and 
middle school paid lunch prices — which will 
rise to $2.25 in September 2013 — will still not 
equal the federal reimbursement rate. This will 
mean additional increases for these grade levels 
during 2014 and 2015. 

Once Agawam meets its lunch equity require- 
ments, school department Finance Director Pa- 
tricia Cavanaugh said no further price increases 
are anticipated for several years, unless the fed- 
eral reimbursement rate changes or unless unex- 
pected circumstances occur. 

Below is a chart comparing the current prices 
with the new fees and the dates that increases 
will become effective. 


Current lunch prices 
Elementary/middle school levels: $1.75 
Junior high/high school levels: $2 

Jan. 1, 2012 increases 
Elementary/middle school levels: $2 
Junior high/high school levels: $2.25 
No increases in Sept. 1, 2012 
September 1, 2013 increases 
Elementary/middle school levels: $2.25 
Junior high/high school levels: $2.50 


Happy Holidays from 
Holyoke Credit Union. 


To our members and to all who live in our 
special community — may your Holidays be filled 
with family, friends and good cheer. And may 
2012 hold many good things for you and your 
loved ones. 


NOS 


You are not alone. 


Holiday Hours: 
e For Christmas, we will close on December 24th 


at 2:00 PM and all day on December 25% & 26% 
e For New Year's, we will close on December 31* 
at 3:00 PM and all day on January 1% & 24 


HOLYOKE: 490 Westfield Rd * 413-532-7007 | AGAWAM: 4 Washington Ave. Ext. ¢ 413-786-2100 
W. SPRINGFIELD: 333 Elm St ¢ 413-732-2798 | www.holyokecu.com 
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By Darcy Davis 


Congratulations to the Agawam High 


School Band for having seven winning 
positions in the Western District Groups. 
It speaks highly of the musical achieve- 
ment of the program to have that many 
from one school and it is a well-deserved 


Notes from the Music Room 


honor. 


At an earlier concert at the school this 
year, the Concert Band and Jazz Band 
were outstanding and the percussion 
ensemble was really something that we 
never had in the “old days.” Director Bill 
Hueglin can be justly proud of the overall 


excellence of the groups. 


Senior Center’s weekly 
calendar of events 


Monday, Dec. 26: Senior Center 
Closed in observance of Christmas 

Tuesday, Dec. 27: 9 a.m., Knit- 
ting, Sewing; 12:30 p.m., Ladies Bil- 
liards, Movie (“Little Fockers”’); 1:30 
p.m., Mah Jongg; 4:15 p.m., Yoga; 6 
p.m., Beginners Line Dancing; 6:30 
p.m., Evening Sewing Class. 

Wednesday, Dec. 28: 8:15 a.m., 
Weight Training, Yoga; 9:45 a.m., 
Gentle Yoga; 12:30 p.m., Bridge; 
1:30 p.m., Chapter 1 Meeting; 5 
p.m., Zumba with Donna; 6 p.m., 
Evening Line Dance. 


Thursday, Dec. 29: 9:30 a.m., 
Quilting; 10 a.m., Line Dancing II; 
12:30 p.m., Bridge; | p.m., Pitch; 
1:30 p.m., Open Art Class; 6 p.m., 
Genealogy Computer Class; 6:30 
p.m., Pitch. 

Friday, Dec. 30: 9:15 a.m., Oil 
Painting; 9:30 a.m., Hand and Foot 
Card Game; 11:15 am., Yoga; 
Noon, Canasta; 1 p.m., Cribbage; 5 
p.m., Zumba with Donna; 6:30 p.m., 
Mock New Year’s Eve Party with 
Jimmy Mazz (light refreshments 
will be served; $10 per person). 


Agawam Senior Center lunch menu 


Monday, Dec. 26: Senior Center 
closed in observance of Christmas. 

Tuesday, Dec. 27: Veal parmesan, 
pasta and sauce, garden salad, mixed 
fruit. 

Wednesday, Dec. 28: Macaroni 
and cheese, stewed tomatoes, corn- 


bread, peaches. 

Thursday, Dec. 29: Chicken tet- 
razzini, egg noodles, mixed vegeta- 
bles, pudding. 

Friday, Dec. 30: Mediterranean 
style fish, rice pilaf, broccoli, baked 
good. 


Support 
the local 
businesses 
that support 
your local 
newspaper. 


Let them know 
you saw their 
ad in the 


Agawam 
Advertiser 


sverbe 
RG meen 


Manchester, CT 06042 www.iverbendpetcrematory.com 


° Individual Pet All Services 
Cremations Provided with the 


e Private Cremations ?/sity Your Pet 
Deserves 


Call Al at (860) 643-2955 


Prevention is superior to treatment 


° 


“gig 
GOEALTH. 


Health Food Store 


307 E Main St Rte 20, 
Westfield, MA 01085 


No buy-in fees or long term leases 
All inclusive month to month rent (except phone) * 
Fireplaces 

Full Kitchen & Laundry 

Spacious Condos (2 bedroom, 2 bath) 
Weekly housekeeping and linen service 

All Utilities Included 

Your pet is welcome 

55+ Retirement Community 

Live-in managers for emergency response 


Age 55+ enter a holiday turkey raffle - 
25 holiday turkeys! 


www.vermetteauto.com 


Don Vermette 
Owner 


Quail Run Estates 


Gracious Retirement Living 


50 Cardinal Drive, Agawam, MA 01001 
(413) 786-9688 


¢ Vitamins ¢ Herbs 


(next to Bickford’s Restaurant) 


413 568-8333 


Friendly Honest Service Since 1979 


VERMETTE 


AUTO BODY INC. 
Quality Collision Repairs 


FREE ESTIMATES ¢ WE WORK WITH ALL INSURANCE COMPANIES « MA REG. 
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A good read makes 
a great gift 


re you requested “Santa” 

still in to fabricate me a 

need of IN THE new cold frame! 

a gift for G ARD E N Maybe next 

the gardener in your year. The book is 
life? Think books. Wg WES MNE ey collected into three 
In my opinion you T= chapters: building 
can never have projects for planting 
enough! Each of and growing such 
the following three as raised _ beds, 
selections offer compost bins and 
inspiration for support structures, 
future gardening for harvesting and 
related projects and preserving, such 
endeavors. as a solar dryer 
Being a _ new or storage bin, 
homeowner with / uit? and for relaxing 
lots of great window ROBERTA MCQUAID and enjoying your 
space I was enticed TURLEY PUBLICATIONS backyard, such 


to order “Growing 


tasty tropical 
plants in any home, 
anywhere” by 


Laurelynn G. Martin and Byron E. 
Martin (Storey Publishing $18.95) 
by the title alone. I put the book to 
good use recently after I received 
a pineapple as a hostess gift (the 
symbol of hospitality) and used it 
to successfully plant the top. Why 
would I do such a thing you ask? To 
grow a pineapple tree of course! If 
my brother can produce a banana 
off an indoor tree in the suburbs 
of Chicago, certainly I can yield a 
pineapple or two in Hardwick. The 
top was simply sunk in a twelve- 
inch pot of soil one inch deep. I am 
expecting roots to form in six weeks 
or so. According to the book, it will 
take about two years of direct sun and 
ample warmth for it to produce fruit. 
I will allow the pineapple plant to dry 
out in between waterings, and fertilize 
it in the summer while it is in active 
growth. “Growing tasty tropical 
plants” is grouped into five parts: 
citrus fruits, the rest of the tropical 
fruit basket, coffee, tea and chocolate, 
sugar and spice and plant care. Soon 
I am hoping to also try my hand at 
growing figs. Another family success 
story: Uncle Tony successfully kept 
his alive and thriving on a porch all 
winter in Three Rivers! 

As if my husband doesn’t already 
have enough to do, I also picked up 
a copy of “The Vegetable Gardener’s 
Book of Building Projects” from the 
editors of Storey Publishing ($18.95). 
Had I seen it sooner, I would have 


COLUMNIST 


as a picnic table, 
garden swing or a 
selection of bird 
feeders. If you are 
just a beginning woodworker, many 
of the thirty-nine projects will be 
ideal for you - easily completed in 
a few hours or just a weekend. The 
cutting diagrams are helpful, as are 
the diagrams to construct the piece. 
Each project also has a builder’s tip 
- a handy bit of information that will 
make your work more efficient or 
better thought out. 

The entrepreneur in me chose the 
final book. “Herb Mixtures & Spicy 
Blends” by Maggie Oster (Storey 
Publishing $14.95) contains over one 
hundred recipes from herb shops and 
farms throughout North America. 
Numerous no salt blends, ethnic 
flavorings and seasonings suitable 
for appetizers, butters, breads and 
desserts would make a_ perfect 
addition to the local farmer’s market. 
Of course, instructions for drying and 
storing your own herbs are included, 
as are ideas for bottling and labeling 
your custom blends and creating gift 
baskets. 


Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 19 years, she has held 
the position of staff horticulturalist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food, as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it 
to journalregister@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject 
line. 


ASPHALT PAVING 


142 Meadow Street 
Agawam, MA 01001 


¢ Supplements 
Gluten-Free Foods 


www.choice-health.com 


GRAND 
OPENING 
2nd Location 


* HAIR SALON 


sek Springfield St., Agawam 
413-786-6988 


233 Garden Street 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


phone: 413-786-8226 
fax: 413-786-6822 


MEN ¢ WOMEN e CHILDREN 


ALL HAIRCUTS $10 Eyebrow wa 


(Free wash with every haircut) 

HIGHLIGHTS/COLOR $30+ $00 ‘OFF R R$ 
PERMS $35+ 

Tuesday Senior Discount $9.00 


Tel (413) 789-0306 
Fax (413) 789-0327 


> 2 Locations - Same Great Service! 


ANGELA’S 


Ope n 
6 Years 


78 Franklin St., Westfield 
413-562-5988 


Perm & 
Color 


SAVE 
00 OFF 


Haircut or 


wicouron | 
WITH THIS AD. EXP. 1/31/12 


WALK-INS 
WELCOME 


W/COUPON 
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Public Safety 


Cooking fires one of 
home’s greatest hazards 


REGION - The kitchen is the place 
where family and friends love to gather, 
but it is also the setting of more fires than 
any other room in the house. 

Cooking is the number one cause of 
home fires in this country and during the 
holidays, the American Red Cross wants 
everyone to be aware of steps they should 
take to avoid a fire while cooking. 

Start by not wearing loose clothing or 
dangling sleeves while cooking. Never 
leave cooking food unattended — stay in 
the kitchen when frying, grilling or broil- 
ing food. If you must leave the kitchen for 
even a short period of time, turn off the 
stove. Other safety steps include: 

- Check your food regularly while cook- 
ing and remain in the home while cook- 
ing. Use a timer to remind yourself that 
the stove or oven is on. 

- Keep the kids away from the cooking 
area. Enforce a “kid-free zone” and make 
them stay at least three feet away from the 
stove. 

- Keep anything that can catch fire — 
pot-holders, oven mitts, wooden utensils, 
paper or plastic bags, food packaging, and 
towels or curtains — away from your stove, 
oven or any other appliance in the kitchen 
that generates heat. 


FIRE 


The Agawam Fire Department re- 
sponded to 61 EMS calls for the week 
of Dec. 13 to Dec. 19. 


On Dec. 13 at 9:09 a.m., the de- 
partment responded to Maple Street 
for alarm system sounding due to 
malfunction. 

On Dec. 13 at 4:33 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Leonard 
Street to assist invalid. 

On Dec. 14 at 8:25 a.m., the de- 
partment responded to Rowley Street 
for smoke scare, odor of smoke. 

On Dec. 14 at 5:05 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Oriole Drive 
for public service. 

On Dec. 14 at 7:49 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Regency Park 
Drive for Dumpster or other outside 
trash receptacle fire. 

On Dec. 15 at 4:16 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Leonard 
Street to assist invalid. 

On Dec. 15 at 6:06 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Stanley Place 
for smoke scare, odor of smoke. 

On Dec. 16 at 3:58 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Silver Street 
for water or steam leak. 

On Dec. 16 at 12:03 p.m., the de- 


- Clean cooking surfaces on a regular 
basis to prevent grease buildup. 

- Consider purchasing a fire extinguish- 
er to keep in your kitchen. Contact your 
local fire department to take training on 
the proper use of extinguishers. 

- Always check the kitchen before going 
to bed or leaving the home to make sure 
all stoves, ovens, and small appliances are 
turned off. 

- Install a smoke alarm near your kitchen, 
on each level of your home, near sleeping 
areas, and inside and outside bedrooms if 
you sleep with doors closed. Use the test 
button to check it each month. Replace all 
batteries at least once a year. 

The Red Cross responded to more than 
62,960 home fires during the 2011 fiscal 
year. House fires are the worst disaster 
threat to families in the United States. 
To learn how to prevent a fire in your 
home and how to keep members of your 
household safe, you can download The 
Red Cross Fire Prevention and Safety 
Checklist at www.redcross.org on how 
to be fire safe over the holidays, how to 
avoid home heating fires, candle safety, 
proper use of smoke alarms and teach- 
ing your children what to do in the event 
of a fire. 


LOG 


partment responded to Suffield Street 
for a vehicle accident with injuries. 

On Dec. 16 at 2:31 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Cooper Street 
for a vehicle accident with injuries. 

On Dec. 16 at 4:18 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Leonard 
Street to assist invalid. 

On Dec. 16 at 5:48 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Springfield 
Street for a lockout. 

On Dec. 17 at 8:41 a.m., the de- 
partment responded to Wright Street 
for unintentional transmission of 
alarm. 

On Dec. 18 at 10:48 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to North Street 
Ext. for carbon monoxide detector 
activation due to malfunction. 

On Dec. 18 at 11:49 p.m., the 
department responded to General 
Abrams Drive for alarm system 
sounding due to malfunction. 

On Dec. 19 at 10:59 a.m., the 
department responded to Holland 
Drive for carbon monoxide detector 
activation due to malfunction. 

On Dec. 19 at 2:46 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Hendom 
Drive for carbon monoxide detector 
activation, no carbon monoxide. 


- WOOD PELLETS 


Maine Woods Hardwood Blend 


Turley Publications courtesy photo 


Call Lt. Todd Kelley, Call Lt. Mike Nicora, Berkshire Power Plant 
Manager Joe Boisclair, Mayor Richard A. Cohen and Agawam Fire 


Chief Al Sirois. 


Pagers on call... 


Berkshire Power recently gave the Agawam Call Firefighters Association a 
grant to purchase four new pagers. The call department is notified with these 
pagers of fire calls through tones sent out by fire dispatch. Every call firefighter is 
issued a pager and a portable radio. The call fire association purchases all of the 
pagers and portables though grants and donations like this. 


The Agawam Police Department re- 
sponded to 244 calls from Dec. 13 to Dec. 
19. The department made five arrests. 
Those arrested will appear at a future 
date in Westfield District Court and are 
innocent until proven guilty. 


Tuesday, Dec. 13 
James Vargas, 22, homeless, was ar- 
rested on an arrest warrant and charges of 
assault and battery on police officer (three 
counts); disorderly conduct; resisting ar- 
rest; and possession to distribute Class D 
drug. 


Wednesday, Dec. 14 
Francis W. Hoague, 43, of 33 Norman 
Terrace, Apt. 53, Agawam, was arrested 
on an arrest warrant. 


Follow us on 


POLICE LOG 


Thursday, Dec. 15 

Robert Jeffries, 58, of 3 Centerwood 
Drive, Agawam, was arrested on charges 
of marked lanes violation; operating un- 
der the influence of liquor, fifth offense; 
negligent operation of a motor vehicle; 
operating a motor vehicle with license re- 
voked; and operating under the influence 
of drugs. 


Friday, Dec. 16 
Aleksandr B. Novak, 24, of 35 Cam- 
bridge St., Agawam, was arrested on a 
charge of possession of Class B drug. 


Monday, Dec. 19 
John B. Brown, 24, of 35 Emmett St., 
Springfield, was arrested on charges of 
possession to distribute Class B drug; 
drug violation near school/park; and fail- 
ure to signal. 


facebook. 


www.facebook.com/AgawamAdvertiserNews 


70% Hardwood 


$248 per ton 


30% Softwood 


B On ALL 14K 
>) Diamond Jewelry 


a a Turman 100% Hardwood 
MCKORTHO.COM $289 ner ton 100% Oak 
MCKENNA ORTHODONTICS ee A Reno 
"$500 OFF INVISALIGN 


BRING THIS AD FOR $500 OFF INVISALIGN. Valid 


we. SP feelers 


Since 1955 


PICK UP OR DELIVERY 


Free delivery with 4 ton minimum purchase. é 

Some restrictions do apply. Please call for details. e 
through January 15, 2012 for new patients on first visit to 

._ Dr. Stephen McKenna. Cannot be used with other discounts. 2 Z Zs 4 


Chicopee 536-9191 « Feeding Hills 786-4000 


384 Walnut Street Extension, Agawam 
(Located Next to EB’s Restaurant) 


(413) 786-3664 
Holiday Hours: 
Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-6, 
Christmas Eve 9-4 


LANDSCAPING PRODUCTS, 


Ray Haluch, Inc. - 1014 Center Street, Ludlow, MA 01056 
413-583-6508 « www.rayhaluchinc.com 


PLEASE recycle this newspaper 


Page 10 


Families 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 


December 22, 2011 


Upcoming events at 
Agawam Public Library 


Adult Drop-In Sit & Knit: Tuesday, 
Jan. 3, 1-3 p.m.: Knitting instructor Sandy 
Ellis will be on hand to help with ongoing 
projects this week. Ellis will attend on the 
first Tuesday of the month through May 
2012. Sit & Knit is open to adults 18 and 
older and is free of charge. 

Creating Practical Happiness With 
Life Coach Peggy Hoime: Tuesday, Jan. 
24, 7 p.m. Everyone wants to be happy. 
Most people would agree that it’s easy 
when there’s money in the bank, the chil- 
dren are happy, the job feels secure and 
personal relationships are working. But, 
how do we experience happiness when 
life gets challenging? Life Coach Peggy 
Hoime will return to the library on Tues- 
day, Jan. 24 to present a program that will 
enable you to create “practical happiness” 
regardless of what is going on in your life. 
She will share tools and information that 
she uses and knows to work in real life sit- 
uations. For more information, visit www. 


creatingpracticalhappiness.com. This pro- 
gram is sponsored by the Agawam Center 
Library Association. To register, call 789- 
1550 ext. 109. 

AuthorTalk With Adam Bryant, au- 
thor of “The Spartan”: Monday, Jan. 
30, 7 p.m. Agawam resident and first-time 
author, Adam Bryant has written a sci-fi 
thriller called “The Spartan.” It tells the tale 
of the mysterious “Spartan,” who showed 
up just in time and saved local high school 
students from a Columbine-like incident. 
Since then, he has taken the law into his 
own hands, assaulting anything that deems 
to harm a fellow citizen. But just who is 
this masked hero and where did he come 
from? Five people who have never met are 
about to be connected by the search to an- 
swer this question. However, the answer 
may not be the one they wanted. Books 
will be available for purchase and signing 
at this event. Sign up by calling 789-1550 
ext. 109, or visit www.agawamlibrary.org. 


Knights of Columbus announce events 


The Agawam Knights of Columbus 
will hold its annual Basketball Free 
Throw Competition, Saturday, Jan. 21 
from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m. The event, 
which is open to boys and girls ages 10 
through 14, will be held at St. John’s 
Church, 833 Main St., Agawam. For 
more information, call Andy Fondakows- 
ki at (413) 789-7571 or Bill Tessicini at 
(413) 789-0540. To download an entry 
form, go to www.agawamknightsofco- 


lumbus.org, then click event calendar. 
The Agawam Knights Of Columbus 
Council 5585 will host a chicken parme- 
san dinner, Saturday, Jan. 28 from 4:30 
to 8 p.m. at St. John’s Parish Center, 833 
Main St., Agawam. Tickets are $9 and 
the meal will include chicken parmesan, 
pasta, salad and dessert. For advance 
tickets, call Andy Fondakowski at (413) 
789-7571, Dan Pisano at (413) 821-0017 
or Bill Tessicini at (413) 789-0540. 


CLUES ACROSS 26. Mythological bird 


CLUES DOWN 23. Many subcon- 


1. Angry 

4. Mr. Claus 

9. Minerals 

11. Gluten-free diet 
disease 

12. Nickel-cadmium 
accumulator 

14. Day or rest & 
worship 

15. King of Magadha 
(273-232) 

16. Satisfy an appetite 
17. Stage signal 

18. Durable aromatic 
wood 

19. Something used 
to lure 

20. Actress Basinger 
21. A rare and 
exceptional person 
24. Quick head 
movement 

25. Yeddo 


27. Root mean square 
(abbr.) 

28. Chart of the Earth’s 
surface 

29. Fish eggs 

30. Recto 

37. The cry made by 
sheep 

38. Pitcher 

39. Supports climbing 
plants 

40. Arbitrager 

41. Winglike structures 
42. Singer Ross 

43. Belonging to 
Barney & Betty 

45. “Promises” author 
Wendi 

46. Swindles 

47. In widespread 
existence 

48. Those opposed to 
49. Used to be U___ 


1. Grace’s Principality 
2. No longer seated 

3. Translate into 
ordinary 

language 

4. Point that is one 
point E of SE 

5. Linen vestment worn 
by priests 

6. A B vitamin 

7. Ryan O’Neal’s 
daughter 

8. Dull steady pain 

10. Seaport on Osaka 
Bay 

11. Cowpunchers 

13. Mend a sock 

14. Ship’s canvas 

16. Aformentioned 

19. Big man on campus 
20. English actress 
Stark 

22. Malaria mosquitoes 


SEE ANSWERS ON PAGE 16 


sciousses 

26. A scrap of cloth 
27. Cry loudly 

28. Actress Farrow 

29. S. Korean Pres. 
Syngman (1948-65) 
30. Rectangular 
grooved joint 
31.“____ the night 
before Christmas” 

32. Male parents 

33. Earlier in time 

34. Rampart of felled 
trees 

35. Scoundrel (Yiddish) 
36. Pencilmark remover 
37. Danish ballet 
dancer Erik 

40. Blood clams genus 
41. Subsititutes (abbr.) 
44. Spoken in the Dali 
region of Yunnan 


AHS Class of 1944 
by ry i) 


Turley Publications courtesy photo 


The members of the Agawam High School Class of 1944 reunion 
group enjoyed a luncheon at the home of Susie Cotton in West 
Springfield this month. Members of this group, though small in num- 
ber now, were part of the 50th and 60th reunions committees. Back 
row, from left, Susie (Sadek) Cotton, Elizabeth (Zilli) Westcott and 
Marge (Raffinetti) Colli. Front row, from left, Henry Earle and Alice 
(Steele) McMullin. Anyone wishing to join the get-togethers is en- 
couraged to call Henry, Marge or Sue. 


December vacation fun 
at the Springfield Museums 


SPRINGFIELD — Have fun during 
December school vacation with “Wacky 
Week” at the Springfield Museums. The 
museums will be open regular hours Mon- 
day, Dec. 26 through Friday, Dec. 30. Va- 
cation week activities will take place from 
Tuesday through Friday and are free with 
the price of museum admission unless 
noted. “Wacky Week” is part of the muse- 
ums’ Family Fun series and is sponsored 
by TD Bank through the TD Charitable 
Foundation. 

Special Exhibitions, Monday through 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Visit “Gingerbread Fantasy” at the Sci- 
ence Museum and vote for your favorite 
gingerbread house in the People’s Choice 
Award. 

Challenge yourself in the new Has- 
bro GameLand at the Wood Museum of 
Springfield History, a hands-on exhibit 
gallery for children with activity stations 
based on games of memory, chance, speed, 
imagination, strategy and word play. 

See what Santa looked like in 19th- 
century illustrations in “Santa Enlists in 
the Civil War” at the Wood Museum of 
Springfield History. 

View beautiful artwork in “Old Mas- 
ters to Monet: Three Centuries of French 
Painting from the Wadsworth Atheneum,” 
on view in the D’Amour Museum of Fine 
Arts. 

Performances in the D’ Amour Museum 
of Fine Arts, Tuesday through Friday: 
Tuesday, Dec. 27, | p.m. 

“Family Fun Magicpalooza” by magi- 
cian Lon Cerel — A lively blend of com- 
edy, magic, balloon sculpture and plenty 
of audience participation. 

Wednesday, Dec. 28, 1 p.m.: “The Toe 
Jam Variety Show” by the Toe Jam Puppet 
Band - Interactive songs and crazy antics, 
including a barn dance, a flying laundry 
song, and a car wash song where the kids 
get sprayed with water. 

Thursday, Dec. 29, noon and 2 p.m.: 
“Bubbleology” by Keith Johnson, the 
Bubble Guy — Discover the science be- 
hind the magic of amazing state-of-the-art 
bubble sculptures. 


Friday, Dec. 30, 1 p.m.: “The Wise 
Fool” by Alex the Jester - A colorful court 
jester with bells jingling from his floppy 
hat will take you on an inspiring journey 
to medieval times. 


Ongoing Activities, 
Tuesday through Friday 

Go on scavenger hunts through the art 
and history museums; 10 a.m. to 4:45 
p.m. 

Art-making activities, 10:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. 

Demonstrations by the Roving Scientist 
in the Science Museum galleries; 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 

Make wacky reindeer antlers in the Art 
Discovery Center, noon to 3:45 p.m. 

Journey to outer space in the Science 
Museum’s Planetarium; 11:15, noon, 1 
and 2 p.m. 

The Springfield Museums are located 
on the Quadrangle at 21 Edwards St. in 
downtown Springfield. Free onsite park- 
ing is available. Vacation week hours are 
Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
and Sunday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admis- 
sion is $12.50 for adults, $9 for seniors 
and college students, $6.50 for children 
3 through17, and free for children under 
three and museum members. The fee pro- 
vides admission to all Springfield Muse- 
ums. Springfield residents are free with 
proof of address. For information, call 
(413) 263-6800 or visit springfieldmuse- 
ums.org. 


Library to host 
teen movie night 


Teens in grades 7 through 12 are in- 
vited to attend the movie “Super 8,” a 


tale of youth, mystery and adventure, 
Thursday, Dec. 29 from 6 p.m. to 8:15 
p.m. at the Agawam Public Library. 
Popcorn, pizza, and lemonade will be 
served. To register, stop by the library 
or call 413-789-1550 ext. 4. 
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Brody WNaleatn C)Nartin 
August 4, 2011 August 14, 2011 November 17, 2011 


Parents: Jeff & Shannon Ciempa, Brookline 


Parents: Amy & Chad Martin, Agawam Parents: Craig Lepper & Marianne Walls, Grandwarents® Stan @ Betsy GommacAgawarn: 
Grandparents: Ken & Deb Eggleston, Suffield, CT; Ranco Santa Margarita, CA cia g ni Raffert ae ia mites ’ 
Patti & Wally Martin, West Gardiner, ME Grandparents: Peter & Peggy Lepper, Agawam, MA io 


Emmerson OM. Janis 


September 21, 2011 


Parents: Kristen Wright & Christopher Jarvis, Agawam 
Grandparents: Lucille & Michael Suprenant, Springfield; 


= 
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Jarvis, Feeding Hills A |) fe) ly | 5 A 
) | te a Lf 


We wish you a joyous holiday season and New Year 
filled with the promise of peace and happiness. 


For your convenience, our offices will be open regular hours 
Saturday, December 24th and Saturday, December 31st; 

but will be closed on Monday, December 26th and Monday, 
January 2nd in observance of the holidays. 


ES SAvInGs BANK 
Bryce Kiley Ficda Banking that fits your life perfectly. 


February 28, 2011 9 offices throughout the Pioneer Valley 
Parents: Brigitte & Chris Freda, Feeding Hills caren bankesb.com | 413.527.4111 
Grandparents: Janice & Tony Freda, Enfield CT; AAEM Member DIF 


the late Sharon (Riley) & Denis Labbe 


re Brighter Idea. 


820 Suffield Street, Agawam seat 
| 413-821-9437 © hampdenbank.com FDIC DiF- 
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The home of Bob and Sandi ae 
had _ special greeters, Simba a 


Stephanie Bertagnolli, a member of the Jr. Women’s S$ 
Club, had balsam scented Pilgrim candles for sale. Me 


4 A % TA 4 
~~ sy STAY 
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“Osty Made 


1), Waele 


> 


Joan Charko of Westhampton offered to help her friend, 
Sandi, for the tour. She had the best seat in the house! 
Ries a 


SSS The home of Jeff and Michelle Reynolds. 


¥ ra %e a The front porch 
we >... aS oe -y : $ of the Reynolds’ 
Jr. Women’s Club ‘ ' . home was more 
member Gloria King _} > , than inviting. 
\ greets every visitor. _// 2 e 
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Ginny Stempel of the Jr. Wom- 
en’s Club greeted each visitor 
with a smile. 


No holiday 
tour would be 
complete with- 
out a beauti- 
fully decorated 


é A special platter of homemade treats was 
Christmas tree. 


offered to the guests. 


Every corner has an unexpect- 
ed delight. 


Doris Donovan and her granddaughter, Arianna, 9, 
enjoyed the variety and the themes of the homes. 
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This mantel features the Nativity. 


ze 
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A larger than 
life nutcracker. 
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SPORTS 


Brownies able to turn back Belchertown 


Bachand scores lone goal 
for Belchertown 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM - The Agawam hockey team picked up their 
second win of the season as they used a first period goal to 
catapult them to a 4-1 victory over Belchertown at Olym- 
pia Ice Center Saturday afternoon. 

The Orioles, which also play their home games at 
Olympia, served as the home team in this contest and 
found themselves in the same situation Easthampton did 
last week, and that was lacking good quality shooting on 
the Brownies and Cam Pinkham, who came within a few 
minutes of a shutout. 

The game was fraught with penalties, but Agawam beat 
Belchertown every single time in the penalty kill, includ- 
ing a couple of 5-on-3 situations. 

Agawam scored their first goal with 6:40 remaining in 
the first period as Joe Mercednte shot a goal home from 
the outside after Agawam had rushed the net. After some 
confusion near the goal, the puck was passed outside to 
a waiting Mercednte, who found a hole to make it 1-0 
Agawam. 

The score stayed the same until the third period when 
Agawam went on a tear with three goals in nine minutes. 

The first game from Ben Belanger, his first of the sea- 
son. The goal game with less than 12:00 remaining in the 
period after Mercednte went up the ice and skated around 


Please see HOCKEY, page 15 


Brownies edged 
by Falcons 


By Nate Rosenthal 
Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM - The Agawam boys basketball team 
came out firing in the first quarter against Minnechaug 
and appeared to be in a position to put the game away as 
the second frame began. Tyler Desrosiers had dropped 
in 10 points to lead the way. But a strong second quar- 
ter by the Falcons got them back into the game by half- 
time and it was a battle the rest of the way. The teams 
went back and forth throughout the fourth quarter, but 
in the end, the Brownies could not duplicate their early 
magic 

Off the opening tip, the Falcons scored first, as Drew 


Please see BASKETBALL, page 16 
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AGAWAM - Chase Gentile, shown here doing 
the butterfly, competed in his last 8-and-under 
event this past weekend when the Agawam Pi- 
ranhas took on the Springfield Sharks. Gentile 
won all three of his events. He will be moving 
up to the 9-10-year-old division after the first of 
the year. Agawam won the event, 561-349. 
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Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 


Agawam’s Ben Belanger is restrained by three Oriole players after Belchertown goaltender Travis 


Greeley pounces on the puck. 


Agawam off to fast start on mat 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications 
Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM - The Agawam High School wrestling team 
is off to a great start after winning its first league dual 
meet of the season and followed that up by winning two 
of three meets at a four-team meet held at home last Sat- 
urday. 

Agawam beat Windsor, Conn. and Southwick as well 
as defeating Longmeadow last Wednesday night in their 
opening meet of the season. 

Against Windsor, the out-of-state competition form the 
large school representing Class L in Connecticut did not 
bring it against the Brownies as Agawam dominated 50- 
16. 

The Brownies won three first round matches and sev- 
eral more in the second round. They also took advantage 
of three forfeits for the dominant victory. 

One of the wins was a great come-from-behind victory 
at 160 pounds. The match featured Agawam’s Vinny Der- 
ose. Derose trailed 8-2 in the match after suffering a pair 
of takedowns. He found himself in trouble after trying to 
go low for a takedown and ended up with the disadvan- 
tage. 

Out of nowhere, Derose was able to score a big reversal 


Please see WRESTLING, page 15 


Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 
Agawam’s Chris Ortega locks up with an op- 
ponent during a 182-pound matchup. Agawam 
beat Windsor, Conn. during a quad meet Satur- 
day morning at home 50-16. 


Brownies split swim session with Renaissance 


By Nate Rosenthal 
Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM - A very strong effort by the Agawam girls 
swim team catapulted them to a resounding 115-56 win 
over Renaissance. They grabbed the early lead and never 
looked back, garnering first-place finishes in all but three 
of the 12 events. 

The boys were not so lucky, as they fell 95-74 in a meet 


that was closer than the final score would suggest. 

The girls took the lead in the opening event, the 200- 
yard medley relay as the foursome of Cassidy Cunning- 
ham, Christa Hurley, Kendra Matland and Alexis An- 
drews took first place with a winning time of 2 minutes, 
17.43 seconds. Kelsey Niziolek, Lindsey Gordon, Allison 
Schwartz and Amanda Shea got third, giving the Brown- 
ies a 10-4 lead. The Phoenix got one of those points back 


Please see SWIM, page 15 
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Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 
Agawam forward Corey Jenks scored eight 
goals in the first three games of the season. 


Jenks off to hot start 
for Agawam hockey 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM - Corey Jenks has been a catalyst for the 
Agawam hockey team’s offense, which has scored eight 
goals in their first three games of the season and is off 
to a strong start coming off two consecutive seasons as 
Western Massachusetts Division IIIA finalists. 

Jenks has four of Agawam’s eight goals to start the sea- 
son and has shown no signs of slowing down early on. 

Jenks, following his excellent performances to start the 
season is the choice to be the Agawam Advertiser News 
Athlete of the Week. 

The play Jenks has displayed during the early part of 
the season has been right one par with what coach Rich 
Feeley has been looking for to start the season. Fee- 
ley said Jenks was going to be an important part of the 
Brownie offense and the center has been just that. 

Jenks had the distinction of scoring the first goal of the 
season on Dec. 10, when his goal got Agawam off to a 
1-0 lead in the second period of a 2-0 opening night win 
over Easthampton. Jenks connected with 3:12 remain- 
ing in the period on an excellent backhanded shot that 
surprised the Easthampton goalkeeper. 

After a series of passes in front of the Easthampton 
goal, Jenks received a pass to the left and with his mo- 
mentum moving away from the goal, he backhanded a 
wrist shot into the upper left of the goal to make it 1-0 
Agawam. 

“It was a great way to start the season and help my 
team out,” said Jenks. 

Further, Jenks also played excellent during key penalty 
kills, including contributing during a 45-second 5-on-3 
disadvantage. 

Cory Jenks then got going a few minutes later as the 
senior snuck a background through the goalie’s legs with 
a pair of Oriole defenders screening the play. 

Jenks would backhand a shot into the right corner of 
the net on a power play to make it 4-1, securing the win 
for Agawam. 

Jenks has been playing hockey for 11 years and said he 
is a strong skater, but needs to work on his slap shot. His 
wrist shooting has been excellent during his high school 
career. 

He also plays lacrosse and says he likes the two sports 
because they are tough physical sports. With hockey, he 
has been a part of both travel teams and local youth teams 
before joining the high school team. 

He believes the Brownies are very young, but has the 
ability to reach the tournament once again. 

“T think if we continue to work hard, we should be able 
to make it back into the finals,” said Jenks. 

Jenks is not decided on his college plans, but says he 
does intend to go to college. 


Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspondent for Tur- 


ley Publications. He can be reached at gscibelli@ turley. 
com. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 


the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 


HOCKEY, from page 14 
two defenders. He shot hard on the goal and puck 
came off Belchertown goaltender Travis Greeley’s 
chest and back to Belanger, who was following right 
behind Mercednte. 

Belanger took the rebound and shot on target to 
score the second goal of the game for Agawam. 


Cory Jenks then got going a few minutes later as the 
senior snuck a background through the goalie’s legs 
with a pair of Oriole defenders screening the play. 

Belchertown’s Alex Bachand would sneak a goal in 
late to make it 3-1 with about 2:00 to go. He found an 
opening and shot past Pinkham. The play would have 
led to Belchertown removing their goalie during the 


SWIM, from page 14 


in the 200-yard freestyle with one of their two first-place 
finishes. Kate Morin, 2:38.14, was second and Schwartz 
third for Agawam. 

The Brownies then began their run on first-place fin- 
ishes. Lauren Dougherty won the 200-yard Individual 
Medley in 3:02.22, with Amanda Smith third; Anna 
Lovotti, 27.03, topped the field in the 50-yard freestyle; 
and then running unopposed in the diving, Emily Orell, 
Lina Giovaninni and Monique Groux swept them past 
Renaissance. After the diving the score stood at 47-24. 

Wins followed in the 100-yard butterfly, with Cun- 
ningham, 1:14.21 and Matland, going first and second; 
then it was a 1-2-3 sweep in the 100-yard freestyle with 
Madeline Heelon, 1:10.03, Shea and Niziolek. That 
made the score 68-32, although the next event, the 500- 
yard freestyle would cut nine points off the margin. A 
third-place finish by Dougherty (7:22.65) was the only 
scoring for the Brownies in the event. 

They got those points right back with a first and sec- 
ond in the 200-yard freestyle relay. Megan Dustin, Ka- 
tie McLaughlin, Allison Weiner and Lovotti took the top 
spot, with Alyssa Smith, Niziolek, Gordon and Heelon 
in second. 

Shea and Niziolek were second and third in the 100- 
yard backstroke, but it was first second and third in the 
100-yard breaststroke by Hurley, Matland and Amanda 
Smith. As they had in the 200-yard freestyle relay, the 
Brownies went 1-2 in the 400-yard freestyle relay. It 
was Lovotti, Cunningham, Weiner and Dustin, 4:04.85 
in first with Heelon, Gordon, Alyssa Smith and Daugh- 
erty in second. 

The boys got first place in the 200-yard medley relay 
and for one event, led by an 8-6 score, in the meet. Tony 
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final minute to try and close the gap, but Jenks would 
score a second time with 1:05 left in the game. 

Jenks would backhand a shot into the right corner 
of the net on a power play to make it 4-1, securing the 
win for Agawam. 

Pinkham had a good day in goal with 15 saves. 
Greeley had a busier day, allowing four goals and 
making 32 saves. 

Agawam raised their record to 2-1 for the season 
with the same record in the Fay Division. They will 
host a Holyoke-turned-South Hadley team Friday 
night at 6 p.m. at Olympia Ice Center. Belchertown 
drops to 1-2 and hosts Chicopee Comp Friday night 
at 8 p.m. at Olympia. 


Anton, Griffin Cunningham, Scott Laviano and Adam 
Ardolino 2:04.65 for the win. 

Renaissance then swept the 200-yard freestyle and 
took the lead at 19-10. Dominic Kosior was fourth for 
Agawam. 

The Brownies lost ground in the next two events. De- 
spite a first place by Laviano (2:24.41) in the 200-yard 
Individual Medley, they were outscored 9-6 and then 9- 
7 in the 50-yard freestyle with Anton taking second in 
25.72. 

The diving then brought Agawam back to within a 
point, at 37-36, as Ardolino led a sweep. Tyler Temple- 
man and Greg McLaughlin got second and third. But 
then a shutout, 10-0 in the 100-yard butterfly made it an 
11-point deficit. 

Despite being beaten out for first in the 100-yard 
freestyle, the Brownies outscored the Phoenix, 9-7, get- 
ting a 2-3-4 from Mike Goyette, Cunningham and Alex 
Kresock. Laviano won the 500-yard freestyle in 6:03.68, 
but the points went to Renaissance in that. 

With a win by Anton, Ardolino, Goyette and Lavia- 
no (1:52.04) in the 200-yard freestyle relay and then a 
win by Anton in the 100-yard backstroke, 1:10.90, the 
Brownies were down nine points at 74-56. But the fi- 
nal two events went Renaissance’s way with a 1-2 in the 
100-yard breaststroke and a 1-3 in the 400-yard freestyle 
relay. Cunningham (1:26.57) was third for Agawam in 
the breaststroke and the foursome of Kresock, Ardolino, 
Cunningham and Kosior, 5:03.65, had to settle for sec- 
ond. 


Nate Rosenthal is a sports correspondent for Turley 
Publications. He can be reached at dforbes@turley. 
com. 


WRESTLING, from page 14 


and rolled up his opponent to pick up the pinfall vic- 
tory. 

Agawam also picked up a win with a Patsy Basile 
victory. Basile took the quick advantage with a take- 
down and eventually turned over his opponent. While 
his opponent attempted to inch out of the circle to stop 
the match and reset, Basile physically held the head- 
lock pinning combination and dragged him back into 
to complete the pinfall and give Agawam the match 
win. 

His pinfall was followed by a technical fall victory 
by Anthony Basile, who scored five takedowns and 
three nearfalls to stop the match in the third period 
with a 15-point lead. 

Agawam also got wins from Matt Plumador at 113 
pounds, Connor Liebel at 120 pounds, Chris Ortega at 
170 pounds, and Zach Lamsey at 182 pounds. All the 
victories came via pinfall. 

The Brownies, who compete in the Valley League, 
beat Longmeadow 36-23 with the help of three for- 
feits. 

Agawam did a couple of pinfalls in the match, one 
of them coming from Brennan Liebel at 106 pounds. 
Liebel scored the win during the second period over 
Longmeadow’s Zach Chase. Liebel scored a take- 
down in the first period, but took a while to secure the 
win, with it coming about 30 seconds into the second 
period. 

Patsy Basile and Ryan Basile scored third-period 
pinfall victories at 120 and 126 pounds, respectively. 

Chris Ortega scored a victory at 170 pounds by 
pin. 


Music Lessons 


Learn How to Play an Instrument 
from Our Award Winning Staff 
1 The Best Local Store to 
/ Meet All Your Music Needs 


Gift Certificates 
Available Now 


Full Retail 
Store 


Guitar, Drums, Piano, 


“| Violin, Sax, Flute & More! 


326 Walnut St. Extension, Agawam 
(413) 789-3775 


Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 
Agawam’s Zach Lamsey has the advantage dur- 
ing a match Saturday against a competitor from 
Windsor, Conn. 


Agawam was in action on Wednesday night at Min- 
nechaug Regional and has this weekend off for the holi- 
days. 

Agawam (3-1) will host the Phil Tomkiel Holiday Tour- 
nament at home Tuesday beginning at 10 a.m. 


Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspondent for Tur- 
ley Publications. He can be reached at gscibelli@turley. 
com. 
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Made In Our Factory 
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You Save!!! 


Sigma Mattress Factory 

69 Garden Street 

Feeding Hills, MA. 01030 
.SIGMAMATTRESS.COM 


ello ladies and gentlemen boys 
and girls and wel- : 
come to the Beane- 2 


pot. Readers I need your 
help with this question. I 
was asked the other day 
why do Boston fans boo 
somebody who leaves the 
team? 

I had no answer but the 
more I thought about it, it 
seems to be true. It hasn’t 
always been that way but 
consider this for a moment. When 
Bobby Orr left the Bruins for the 
Blackhawks he was not booed upon 
his return, when Dwight Evans and the 
Red Sox parted ways he was not booed. 
However Boston fans have spent the 
last several years booing Johnny Da- 
mon even after he left the Yankees and 
wore the uniform of the Tigers and the 
Rays, why? To me the dumbest stunt 
of all was the recent nasty greeting of 
Adam Vinitieri when the Colts came to 
town a few weeks ago. These two ath- 
letes were a huge reason why the Red 
Sox and Patriots won championships! 
Stop and think a moment about Adam, 
he made two of the greatest kicks in 
the history of the NFL during the snow 
game in 2001 and the clueless Foxboro 
fans boo the guy!! 

What was their crime? In both cases 
they left because they did what any- 
body in their right mind would have 
done — they got a better offer to make 
more money somewhere else. The Sox 


BASKETBALL, from page 14 


Tebbe broke away for alayup. The Brown- 
ies immediately answered that with a Ty- 
ler Desrosiers jumper. The game was 30 
seconds old and each team had scored. 
Then it was another minute before 
anymore scoring, that coming on an AJ 
Efstratios pop. Desrosiers followed that 
with two quick baskets and now Agawam 
had an 8-2 lead with just over two min- 
utes gone. It was two minutes before the 
Falcons scored again and they closed the 
gap to a single point on a three pointer by 
Tim Cebula and jumper and layup by Ja- 
son Erhardt. Then over the final three and 
a half minutes the Brownies took charge, 
scoring the final 12 points to take a 20-7 
lead after the first quarter. Tyler Lyne hit 
two follwed by Desrosiers, Patrick Olek- 
sak, Efstratios and Desrosiers again. He 
ended the first quarter with 10 points. 
Tom Sullivan and Desrosiers traded bas- 
kets in the first minute and a half. Then 
it was Minnechaug’s turn to make a run. 
They got five on three consecutive trips to 
line. Cebula made 3-of-4 and sandwiched 
in between was a pair by Sullivan. With 
4:00 to go it was down to a three-point 
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by Carl Beane 
Booing returning players is just foolish 


and the Pats owners made a business 

decision not to pay the big 

bucks so the players went 

by the rules and took the 

better offer JUST LIKE 

ANY OF US WOULD DO 

IF FACED WITH THE 

SAME SITUATION. So if 

anyone is going to be booed 

then do it to the ownership 

of both teams. They made 

A the decision not to pay and 

that is their right just as it is 

the right of a player to make the most 

money for his family, pure and simple. 
Enough already. 

So now that Tim Tebow was 
schooled by Tom Brady and the Patri- 
ots what have we learned? It appears 
the kid can play after all. Yes he made 
some mistakes, but his technique has 
improved from several weeks ago, so 
why is there still such nastiness direct- 
ed at him? Is it because of his belief 
in Jesus? At least he’s honest about 
it unlike some athletes who point to 
the heavens and are despicable people 
(Barry Bonds). Tebow has made a fool 
out of John Elway who has had to eat 
his words about his dismissal of the 
young man. Seems to me it took El- 
way several years to become a winner 
after years of losing Super Bowls. 

I want to take a moment to wish ev- 
erybody a Merry Christmas, Amen. 

Carl Beane can be reached at 
cbeane@carlbeane.com or via _ his 
website www.carlbeane.com 


game as Lance Hill dropped in five in 20 
seconds on a three and another jumper. 
Nick D’Amours broke the 10-point run, 
but then Erhardt got three back on a free 
throw and a lay in to make the score 24- 
22. After Desrosiers scored, Erhardt hit a 
jumper with 30 seconds left. The teams 
went into the locker separated by just two 
points at 26-24 Agawam. 

Erhardt continued where he left off 
and dropped in a basket just 12 seconds 
into the second half to tie the game. 
Minnechaug got the ball right back and 
when Hill hit one from 15 feet; they had 
their first since the opening seconds of 
the game. Before the first minute of the 
third quarter had passed, Desrosiers had 
the Brownies back in the lead with a 3- 
pointer. The two teams went back and 
forth for the rest of the third. Lyne gave 
the Brownies a three-point lead at 31-28, 
but then six straight points by the Falcons 
capped off by an Erhardt basket put them 
up three. Desrosiers three tied it up and a 
D’Amours basket gave Agawam the lead. 
Hill then tied it up at 36-36. An Efstratios 
three gave the Brownies a four-point lead 
with minute 1:30 left, but then the Falcons 
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Feeding Hills natives Nicole DeSimone (left) and Christina Barbarisi (right) 
were named to the All-Commonwealth Coast Conference Women’s Ten- 


nis Singles Team. 


Barbarisi, DeSimone gain All-CCC 
Women’s Tennis recognition 


SPRINGFIELD — Western New Eng- 
land College seniors Christina Barbarisi 
and Nicole DeSimone, both of Feeding 
Hills, were selected to the All-Common- 
wealth Coast Conference (CCC) Women’s 
Tennis Singles Team this fall. 

Barbarisi posted a 5-4 record playing 
the number one singles position for the 
Golden Bears while DeSimone had a 6-3 
mark at the number two and three flights. 
DeSimone also teamed with senior Cait- 
lin Hughes of Springfield to compile a 5-5 
record at the top doubles position to earn 
All-CCC Doubles honors. 

Barbarisi, a psychology major, also was 
voted the CCC Senior Scholar-Athlete-of- 
the-Year and named Who’s Who Among 
Students in American Universities and 
Colleges. 

DeSimone serves as a team co-captain 
and is a sport management major. 

Western New England posted a 5-6 re- 


scored six of the quarter last eight points, 
the last coming with 2 seconds left by Hill. 
The game was deadlocked after three. 

D’Amours gave the Brownies a two- 
point lead and an Efstratios free throw 
made it three. After an Xavier Smith 
basket closed it to a point, Desrosiers 
answered with a three and the Brownies 
had a four point lead of 48-44. Hill got 
made good on a three-point play as the 
clock said 6:00 and now it was a one- 
point game. Erhardt and then Hill again 
made it into a seven-point run and with 
just under 5:00 to play, Minnechaug led 
by three. After D’Amours hit a jumper, 
Erhardt and Tebbe responded to put the 
Falcons up by five at 55-50. Efstratios 
got four of those back on two free throws 
and a jumper and then answered a Tebbe 
putback with a three. 

With 2:14 to play, the game was tied at 
57-57. With 1:07 left, Minnechaug went 
back into the lead on an Erhardt layup and 
then after a missed free throw, Tebbe im- 
mediately grabbed the rebound and laid it 
back in to make the score 61-57. There 
were 36 seconds left. D’Amours got two 
of those back, but now there was just 9.8 


cord in the fall portion of its schedule. The 
Golden Bears will complete the remainder 
of their schedule next spring. 


Oliveira helping 


out at Rensselaer 

TROY, N.Y. - Rensselaer sophomore 
guard/forward Kyleigh Oliveira is a mem- 
ber of the RPI women’s basketball team. 

Playing in six of the team’s seven games, 
the Agawam native is averaging 3.2 points 
and 2.0 rebounds per contest. 

A former standout at Agawam High 
School, she also is averaging 0.5 assists 
per game, and has one steal. 


Chase grabs eight rebounds 


SOUTH HADLEY - Mt. Holyoke 
women’s basketball senior forward and 
Feeding Hills resident Tricia Chase pulled 
down eight rebounds in a 72-49 loss to 
Worcester State on Tuesday, Dec. 13. 


left on the clock. Cebula was immedi- 
ately fouled on the inbound and after he 
hit his two free throws, it was back to four 
points. Desrosiers made it interesting, as 
he hit a three with 2 seconds left. Aga- 
wam tried to foul immediately, but time 
had run out and Minnechaug escaped with 
the victory. 

Desrosiers led all scorers with 26 
points, while Erhardt topped the Falcons 
with 17. Hill and Efstratios both had 16. 
D’Amours was next at 10, while Lyne, 
Tebbe and Cebula scored eight points 
apiece. It was six for Sullivan, four for 
Smith and two each for Greg Heineman 
and Scott Davis of Minnechaug and Olek- 
sak of Agawam. 

Agawam followed the Minnechaug 
game with a 73-46 loss to Commerce. 
They led 14-11 after one, but by halftime 
they were down by six. The second half 
was all Raiders. Efstratios led the Brown- 
ies with 19, followed by Desrosiers, who 
had 14 points. 


Nate Rosenthal is a sports correspon- 
dent for Turley Publications. He can be 
reached at dforbes @ turley.com. 
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Obituaries & Church News 
AGAWAM CONGREGATIONAL Worship Service 10 a.m. DANIEL R. BOLDUC JOHN A. KIEFFER 


CHURCH 
745 Main St., Agawam 
786-7111 
Agawam! @verizon.net 
www.agawamcongregationalchurch. 
com 
Pastor Earl E. Eisenbach 


SUNDAY SERVICES at 10 a.m. 
Church school is in session and fellow- 
ship coffee hour follows the service. Pas- 
tor Earl and his wife Barbara are always 
available for prayer after the service. 
“A place to call home ~ A people to 
call family” 
AGAWAM UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
459 Mills St., Feeding Hills 
Church Phone: (413) 786-4174 
Pastors: Ira Cameron 
and John Morgans 
Trueblue2007 @aol.com 
agawamworship.org 


Sunday Morning Service 
Worship 9:30 a.m. 

Communion on the second Sunday of 
the month Coffee and fellowship hour 
immediately after worship. Handicap ac- 
cessible at front entrance. 

WORSHIP AT COUNTRY ESTATES 
NURSING HOME: 2nd and 5th Thurs- 
days each month at 11 a.m. 

BETHANY ASSEMBLY 
OF GOD 
580 Main St., Agawam 
(413) 789-2930 
www.bethany-ag.org 
Senior Pastor: 
Rev. Richard E. Adams 


WORSHIP SERVICES 
Sunday 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 
Celebration of Praise: Sunday 6 p.m. 

Wednesday Mid-Week Service (Fam- 
ily Night): 7 p.m. 

Sunday Evening Contemporary Ser- 
vice: 6 p.m. 

CHURCH OF REDEMPTION 
50 Maple St., Agawam 
(413) 304-2313 
churchofredemptionministries.org 


WORSHIP SERVICES 
Sunday Service at 10 a.m. 
Wednesday Bible Study at 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday school for children and nurs- 

ery for younger children 

FAITH BIBLE CHURCH 

370 Shoemaker Lane 
Agawam 
(413) 786-1681 
www.jesussaves.7 @comcast.com 
Church Website: 

www.faithbible -church.org 

Pastor: Rick Donofrio 


SERVICES 
Sunday School for all ages 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Night Prayer 
Meeting and Bible Study - 6:30 p.m. 
FEEDING HILLS 
CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH UCC 
“An Open and Affirming 
Congregation.” 
21 N. Westfield St., Feeding Hills 
P.O. Box 264 
(413) 786-5061 
fheuccoffice @ verizon.net 
Pastor: 
The Rev. Robert C. Donaldson 


SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
Church School 9 a.m. 


Infant and child care provided. 
Handicap accessible. 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
760 Main St., Agawam 
Agawambc@localnet.com 
www.firstbaptistagawam.org 


SUNDAY SERVICES 
Worship 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School (grades K - 5) follow- 
ing Children’s Message until 10:45 
Youth Study time (grades 6+) follow- 
ing sermon until 10:45 
Coffee & Conversation following 
worship every Sunday 
HOPE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
152 South Westfield St. 
Feeding Hills 
789-2026 


SUNDAY SERVICES 

Men’s & Women’s Bible Study Groups 
and Children’s Sunday School Worship 
Service at 10 a.m. Children’s Church for 
age 3 to high school takes place after the 
service. Nursery available for younger 
children. A time for fellowship after the 
service. 

MARANATHA BAPTIST CHURCH 
522 Springfield St., Feeding Hills 
Feeding Hills, MA 
478-9484 
David L. Short, Pastor 


Sunday Familly Bible Study Hour, 
9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Morning Service, 11 a.m. 

Sunday Night Service, 6 p.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer, 7 
p.m. 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
1103 Springfield St., Feeding Hills 
(413) 786-8200 
www.SacredHeartFeedingHills.org 
Fr. Steven Amo 


WEEKLY SERVICES 

Lord’s Day Masses: Saturday, 4 p.m.; 

Sunday, 7:15 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m. 

Confessions: Saturdays, 3:15 p.m. 

Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday, 

Friday and Saturday, 9 a.m. 

Special Devotions: Perpetual Novena 
to the 

Sacred Heart following the Friday 9 
a.m. Mass 


ST. DAVID’S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 
699 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. 
786-6133 
saintdavids @ comcast.net. 
www-.stdavidsagawam.org. 


SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
Sunday, 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. - Holy Eu- 
charist 
ST. JOHN’S CHURCH 
823 Main St., Agawam 
786-8105 

info @ stjohnevangelistchurch.org. 
www.stjohnevangelistchurch.org. 


SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

Saturdays: 4 p.m. & 6 p.m. (Labor Day 
to Memorial Day) 

Saturdays: 5 p.m. (Memorial Day to 
Labor Day) 

Sundays: 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3:15 p.m. 
to 3:45 p.m. 

Weekdays - Mon., Tues., Wed. & Fri., 
8 a.m. 

Thursday - Communion Service 


Daniel R. Bolduc, 41, of Agawam, died 
Saturday Dec. 3, 2011 at Baystate Medical 
Center. He was born in Holyoke to Lor- 
raine T. (Hamel) and the late Cyril A. Bold- 
uc and was a 1988 graduate of Agawam 
High School 
and then at- 
tended and 
graduated 
from Wen- 
tworth = In- 
stitute of 
Technology 
in Boston. 
Dan was 
employed as 
an aerospace 
engineer for 
MTU Engineering in Connecticut for 
many years. He was a wonderful, loving, 
energetic husband and father who was 
also known as a dreamer and a doer by 
all those who knew him. He also loved 
traveling to Germany, his annual fam- 
ily vacations to Cape Cod and enjoyed 
entertaining in his backyard. Dan is sur- 
vived by the love of his life, his wife of 16 
years and best friend of 23 years, Paula 
A. (Hoffman) Bolduc; and his cherished 
sons, Joshua C. and Ian H. Bolduc. Dan 
also leaves behind his mother, Lorraine 
T. Sabourin of Florida; his brother, Mark 
C. Bolduc and his wife, Lynne of East- 
hampton; his sister, Kelley D. Bolduc of 
Boston; his father- and mother-in-law, 
Peter and Maureen Hoffman of Feed- 
ing Hills; sisters-in-law, Donna Higgins 
and her husband Bill of Warwick, R.I. 
and Amber Hoffman, of Agawam; his 
nieces and nephew, Sydney, Sean, Alex- 
andra and Caitlin; and numerous family 
and friends that were close to his heart. 
Ceremonies for Dan were held from the 
Colonial Forastiere Funeral Home, Aga- 
wam, followed by a Liturgy of Christian 
Burial in St. John the Evangelist Church, 
Agawam. Burial is private at a later date 
in Agawam Center Cemetery. Memorial 
donations may be made to an educational 
fund for his sons. Checks may be made 
payable to the Daniel Bolduc Memorial 
Fund and sent c/o Hampden Bank, 820 
Suffield St., Agawam, MA 01001. 


John A. Kieffer, 63, of Feeding Hills, 
died Wednesday, Dec. 14 at Mercy Medi- 
cal Center after a long battle with cancer. 
Born — Jan. 
6, 1948 in 
Springfield, 
he was a 
son to the 
late Adolph 
and = Paula 
(Gilles) Kief- 
fer. He lived 
in Feeding 


Hills since 
1972 and 
graduated 


from West Springfield High School in 
1965. He worked at Perkins Machine & 
Gear, and then started his own business, 
Kieffer Landscape Services. He was the 
previous owner of Westwood Court and 
Valley View Apts. He loved to travel, fish, 
play golf and ride his motorcycle with 
his UTR group. He leaves his wife of 23 
years, Rosemarie (Fredette) Kieffer; his 
brother, Daniel Kieffer of West Spring- 
field; and his longtime friends, Russ and 
Kathy LaFrance. He will also be missed 
by many close friends. A funeral service 
for John was held from Colonial Forast- 
iere Funeral Home, Agawam with a Lit- 
urgy of Christian Burial from St. Thomas 
the Apostle Church, West Springfield. 
Memorial contributions may be made 
in John’s name to the American Cancer 
Society, 30 Speen St., Framingham, MA 
01701. 


LILLIAN P. RUDOWSKI 


Lillian P. (Parzych) Rudowski, 85, of 
Agawam, died Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2011 at 
Mercy Medical Center. Born in Spring- 
field, she was the daughter of the late 
Walter and Stanislawa (Galka) Parzych 
and resided in Agawam since 1957. Lil- 
lian graduated from Bay Path College and 
worked as a paralegal for Ryan & White 
Law Firm of Springfield for 25 years. 
She leaves a daughter, Jane Quimby 
and her husband Stephen of East Long- 
meadow; two brothers, Frank Parzych of 
Agawam and John Parzych of Texas; and 
two grandsons, Greg and Ryan. Funeral 
services were held at Wilbraham Funeral 
Home, 2551 Boston Road, Wilbraham, 
with burial at the convenience of the fam- 


ily. 


Follow us on 


facebook 


www.facebook.com/AgawamAdvertiserNews 
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Sacred Heart Parish 
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1103 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
Rectory/Office 413-786-8200 


HOLIDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Christmas Vigil Masses: 4:00 PM and 5:30 PM 
Solemn Sung Christmas Mass at Night 
with Organ, Choir, Trumpet, Flute & Timpani will be at 10 PM , ey, 
Christmas Day Mass: 10 AM 


Solemnity of Mary Mother of God (New Year’s Day): 
4 PM on Saturday, December 31st and on 
Sunday, January 1st at 8:30AM and 11:00AM 


t 


Please note there is NO 7:15 AM MASS on this day. 


to celebrate the birth of the Prince = Peace. 


6 
| 
i. You are most welcome to join us this Christmas Season rm 
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BUSINESS 


Realtors honored for decade of service 


The Realtor Association of Pioneer Valley rec- 
ognized and honored Benjamin J. Benton, bro- 
ker/owner of Benton Real Estate Company, Inc., 
and Realtor Heide Blackak for 10 years of real 
estate service in the Pioneer Valley at its annual 
holiday luncheon held Tuesday, Dec. 13 at Chez 
Josef. 

Both Benton and Blackak began their real estate 
careers in 2001 at Ayre Real Estate in Agawam. 
In June 2004, Benton spun off and opened the 
doors to Benton Real Estate Company, Inc., also 
based in Agawam, which Blackak joined in De- 
cember of that year. Since that time, Benton Real 
Estate Company, Inc. has donated over $50,000 
to local and national charities ranging from the 
Shriners Hospital for Children in Springfield to 
“Adopt a Platoon” in Afghanistan. 

Benton and Blackak were honored to receive 
their “10-year pins” from the Realtor Association 
of Pioneer Valley and look forward to working 
toward their “20-year pin” in the Western Mas- 
sachusetts Real Estate market place. 
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ASBAC workshop to 
feature entrepreneur 


The Agawam Small Business Assistance Center’s 
January workshop will be all about growing your 
business. Entrepreneur and renowned keynote 
speaker, Paul DiGrigoli will be speaking on “How 
to make your business grow and have the best year 
ever.” 

This is the most serious opportunity you'll prob- 
ably ever have for creating structured growth and 
strengthening of your organization, the goal of ev- 
ery entrepreneur. 

The workshop, which will last two hours, be- 
gins at 6:30 p.m., will be held in the cafeteria at the 
Agawam Senior Center, 954 Main St., Wednesday, 
Jan.11. 

Admission is free, but seating is limited, so ad- 
vance reservations are necessary. Registration lists 
are filling up fast. If you are interested, early regis- 
tration is encouraged. 

For more information and to register, visit t www. 
asbac.net or call 786-0172 and leave a message. 


Turley Publications courtesy photo 


Realtors Benjamin J. Benton and Heide Blackak were 
honored recently by the Realtor Association of Pio- 
neer Valley for 10 years of service. 


Don’t let holiday stress or even a little depression get you down 


SPRINGFIELD - ‘Tis the season to be 
stressed, or maybe even a little depressed. 
But if you are, don’t be alarmed, you are 
not alone. 

“Some of us simply cannot live up to 
the often unreal expectations of the per- 
fect holiday as portrayed in movies, tele- 


“blue Christmas.” fere with your job and everyday life, you 
should have a professional evaluation,” 

said Liptzin. 
But depression isn’t something just adults 
may experience during the hol- 


idays. 


havior associated with their depression. 
This can often make it more difficult for 
their parents to recognize the suffering 
from the young person’s point of view,” 
said Sarvet. 
There is reason for hope, however. 
“Depression is common and treatable. 


‘Feeling Down’ 
The Baystate psychiatrist said that you 
can have a bad day and feel 
down once in a while, but it 
doesn’t necessarily mean 


vision and magazines,” said Dr. Benjamin that you’re under the Highly Preventable | About 80 percent of depression cases are 

Liptzin, chair, Department of Psychiatry, spell of depression. “Depression is helped with psychotherapy or antidepres- 

Baystate Health. He said people highly prevalent Sant medication,” noted Liptzin. For more 
“The general assumption is that we are — should consider seek- in adolescents and information call Baystate Health Link at 

supposed to feel happy and close to our ing professional help can be triggered 413-794-2255. 

family during the holidays, but that just if they are experienc- by stress during As for the stress of the holiday season 


isn’t the case for everyone,” he said. 
Liptzin noted that the term “holiday de- 


— from shopping to baking and from vis- 


ing several of the fol- 
iting relatives to trying to make everyone 


lowing symptoms of 


the holiday sea- 
son,” said Dr. Barry 


pression” that persons often read or hear clinical depression: Sarvet, vice chair, happy — deep breathing will help you to 

about at this time of year is not a specific depressed mood, Department of Psy- focus and compose yourself. 

diagnosis. trouble sleeping, ap- chiatry, and chief of Also, try several preventive strategies 
“Holiday depression is not an illness,” petite loss, loss of con- Childand Adolescent Such as eating right, reducing your caf- 

said Liptzin, “but persons may experience centration, crying spells, Psychiatry, Baystate feine or alcohol intake, participating in 

a sullen feeling around the holidays fora suicidal feelings, fatigue, Health. regular physical activity, practicing daily 


number of reasons.” 

Liptzin noted that the recent loss of a 
loved one, the inability to afford presents, 
and family stresses may contribute to a 


relaxation techniques, and getting enough 
sleep to help you better handle those extra 
stresses that may occur, especially during 
the holidays. 


and loss of interest in routine activities. 
“If you are experiencing several of 

these symptoms for more than a week and 

you find that they are beginning to inter- 


“In addition to the many symptoms of 
clinical depression that adults may feel, 
children and adolescents may exhibit 
symptoms of irritability and negative be- 


Legal Notices 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD11P2408EA 
In the Estate of: 
Patricia A Chene 
otherwise 
Patricia Anne Chene 
Late of: 
Agawam, MA 01001 
Date of Death: 10/23/2011 


NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR PROBATE OF WILL 

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
a petition has been presented 
requesting that a document 
purporting to be the last will 
of said decedent by proved 
and allowed and that Angela 
Tahmili of Natick, MA be 
appointed executor/trix, 
named in the will to serve 
Without Surety 

If you desire to object 
thereto, you or your attorney 


HOW TO SUBMIT 
LEGAL NOTICES 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to klanier@ 
turley.com. Karen Lanier processes all legals for this 
newspaper and can answer all of your questions re- 
garding these notices. Please indicate the newspa- 
pers and publication date(s) for the notice(s) in the 
subject line of your email. For questions regarding 
coverage area, procedures or cost, please call Karen 
directly at 413-283-8393 x271. 

Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly 
newspapers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit 
www.turley.com for more information. 


must file a written appear- 
ance in said Court at: Spring- 
field on or before ten o’clock 
in the morning (10:00 a.m.) 
on: 01/10/2012 
In addition, you must file 
a written affidavit of objec- 
tions to the petition, stating 
specific facts and grounds 
upon which the objection is 
based, within (30) days after 
the return day (or such other 
time as the court, on motion 
with notice to the petitioner, 
may allow) in accordance 
with Probate Rule 16. 
WITNESS, Hon. Anne 
M Geoffrion, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: December 13, 2011 
Thomas P. Moriarty Jr. 
Register of Probate 
12/22/11 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD11P2356EA 
In the Estate of: 
Shirley A Gorecki, 


otherwise 
Shirley A. Gorecki 
Late of: Agawam, 
MA 01001 
Date of Death: 10/18/2011 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR PROBATE OF WILL 
To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
a petition has been presented 
requesting that a document 
purporting to be the last will 
and codicils of said decedent 
be proved and allowed, and 
that Stephen N Krevalin of 
Springfield, MA be appoint- 
ed executor/trix, named in the 
will to serve Without Surety. 
If you desire to object 
thereto, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 
ance in said court at: Spring- 
field on or before ten o’clock 
in the morning (10:00 a.m.) 
on: 01/03/2012 
In addition, you must file 
a written affidavit of objec- 
tions to the petition, stating 
specific facts and grounds 
upon which the objection 
is based, within thirty (30) 
days after the return day (or 
such other time as the court, 
on motion with notice to 
the petitioner, may allow) 


in accordance with Probate 
Rule 16. 

Witness, Hon. Anne M. 
Geoffrion, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: December 6, 2011 

Thomas P. Moriarty, Jr. 

Register of Probate 
12/22/11 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD11P2356EA 
MUPC SUPPLEMENTAL 
NOTICE 
Estate of: 

Shirley A Gorecki 
Also Known As: 
Shirley A. Gorecki 
Date of Death: 
October 18, 2011 

To all persons who may 
have an interest in the above- 
captioned estate, the Division 
of Medical Assistance and, 
if interested, to the Office of 
the Attorney General and the 
United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs: 

Notice is being sent to 


you as you may have a legal 
interest in this case, in order 
to inform you of your rights. 

Under the new Massa- 
chusetts Uniform Probate 
Code Inventory and Accounts 
are not required to be filed 
with the Court, but interested 
parties are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
from the Personal Represen- 
tative and can Petition the 
Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including distri- 
bution of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interest- 
ed parties are entitled to 
Petition the Court to Institute 
formal proceedings and to 
obtain orders terminating or 
restricting the powers of the 
appointed Personal Represen- 
tative. 

Petitioner requests to be 
permitted to file a MUPC 
Bond. 

12/22/11 
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Rosie’s 
busy day 


FIRST team 839, Rosie Robotics, at- 
tended Savage Soccer at Worcester Poly- 
technic Institute in Worcester last month. 
The students were split into two teams. 
The freshmen were aided by a veteran stu- 
dent who guided them in their efforts in 
the competition. 

The purpose of the game was to hang 
balls onto rungs located on the sides of the 
field. At the end of the game, all of the ro- 
bots race to the middle of the field to climb 
on the platforms until the match is over. 
One of the teams made it into the quar- 
terfinals and overall, the day was a good 
learning experience for the new students 
on the team. 

On that same day, some of Rosie’s stu- 
dents attended a Parametric Technolo- 
gies Corporation event in Needham to 
learn more about programming. They 
learned about Wildfire 5.0, the assem- 
bly process, manufacturing, Math Com- 
puter Aid Design (CAD) program, and 
got more in depth in Windchill. The stu- 
dents learned about the advanced func- 
tions of CAD that allow them to test 
their robot before fabrication, including 
analysis of forces, and allow it to move. 
Also on that day, some of the mentors 
organized a meeting in Boston to talk to 
first-year teams about how to run a suc- 
cessful team, with the focus as on the ro- 
bot, programming, techniques to program 
the robot, and how to fundraise and run 
the team. The event, attended by approxi- 
mately 100 people, was considered quite 


Osborne awarded medal 
at PVCTE conference 


The Skills USA Fall State Leader- 
ship Conference is a three-day pre- 
mier leadership and employability 
skills training event that takes place 
every year. Each of the estimated 
26 to 30 participating career and 
technical high schools across the 
state send a group of student lead- 
ers along with their advisors to par- 
ticipate in a number of professional, 
leadership and employability skills 
development activities and pro- 
grams, in addition to a community 
service project. 

Students take this experience and 
implement what they learn back at 
their high schools in a variety of 
ways, such as organizing fundrais- 
ers, seeking out community service 
projects, etc. Career TEC’s Skills 
USA officers are currently raising 
money for the Dough Flutie Foun- 
dation for Autism. 

Lauren Osborne, of Agawam, was 
among Pioneer Valley Career and 
Technical Education Center stu- 
dents to be awarded medals at the 
Massachusetts Skills USA 25th An- 
nual Fall State Leadership Confer- 
ence for Workplace Readiness held 
in Marlborough Nov. 20-22. Os- 
borne, a cosmetology student, came 
in second place in the Team Quality 
Award. 


Turley Publications courtesy photo 


From left, Emily Mercado, of West 
Springfield; Casey Flaherty, of 
Easthampton; Nick Rojas, of South 
Hadley; Alvin Kieu, of Southwick; 
Michael Lichstein, of West Spring- 
field; Andrew Hall, of East Long- 
meadow; Lauren Osborne, of Aga- 
wam; and Margarita Dzyubenko, of 
West Springfield display their win- 
ning medals. 


Residents attain 
honors at Holyoke 
Catholic High 


The following area residents were among 
those to be named to the first quarter Honor 
Roll at Holyoke Catholic High School. 

From Agawam: Amaris Gagnon, Grade 
12, honorable mention; Arbaaz Khan, 
Grade 9, second honors; Samantha Led- 
with, Grade 11, honorable mention; Lau- 
ren Malone, Grade 10, first honors; Lauren 
Muszynski, Grade 9, honorable mention; 
Simiao You, Grade 10, first honors. 

From Feeding Hills: Michaela Cala- 
brese, Grade 9, honorable mention; Gary 
Chirgwin, Grade 10, first honors; Edward 
Clifford, Grade 11, second honors; Scott 
Freniere, Grade 12, honorable mention; 
Rick Giordano, Grade 11, second honors; 
Jude Giordano, Grade 9, honorable men- 
tion; Alexa Liberopoulos, Grade 11, hon- 
orable mention; Benjamin Modzelesky, 
Grade 10, second honors; Reile Plante, 
Grade 10, honorable mention. 


Residents earn honors 
at Suffield Academy 


The following students were named to 
the Suffield Academy High Honor Roll for 
the fall term: Mary Franco ‘13 and Ange- 
lina Massoia ‘13, both of Feeding Hills. 
The following students were named to the 
Suffield Academy Honor Roll for the fall 
term: Marysa Massoia ‘15, of Feeding 
Hills, and Valerie Schwein ‘13, of Aga- 
wam. 


successful. 


Agawam Junior High Term 1 Honor Roll 


GRADE 8 


Alyssa Abodeeb 
Victoria Abramchuk 
Meerim Altinbek 
Paige Alves 
Alec Ardolino 
Emma Armfield 
Madison Aubrey 
Cassandra Ayre 
Allyson Balboni 
Cameron Barrington 
Tyler Barrington 
Jenna Beach 
Maggie Belanger 
Daigan Bishop 
Rachel Bonafilia 
Jenna Bonasoni 
Kyle Bosse 
Nicholas Bousquet 
Kristin Brouillette 
Taylor Budreau 
Annelise Bustillo 
Laura Cafaro 
Kayla Casamento 
Samantha Charette 
Renata Chebanova 
Marino Cipriani 
Geoffrey Circosta 
Matthew Clarke 
Nicole Covill 
Kayla Crean 
Meghan D’ Amours 
Joseph Davitt 
Kayla DeBarros 
Angelina Derose 
Christophori Dowd 
Morgan Durocher 
Inna Dzyubenko 
Kiana Eaton 
Nicholas Fenney 
Ryan Feyre 
Cameron Fowler 
Jordan Frazee 
Troy Gallerani 
Abigail Garner 
Brendan Garvey 
Daphne Gauthier 
Katelynn Gordner 
Tan Gray 
Grace Greene 


Alexander Gut 
Veronica Hardy 
Thomas Howard V 
Tyler Howe 

Lilia lovenco 
Austin Jones 
Rachel Jurkowski 
Nelly Korniyenko 
Taylor Kozel 
Hannah Kresock 
Alexis Kupiec 
Rebecca LaCroix 
Justin Laflamme 
Conner Lajoie 
Isabel Lamkins 
Brian LaMotte 
Rachel Lapponese 
Brandan Ledoux 
Gabrielle Lescarbeau 
Morgan Lindell 
Jessica Lingenberg 
Steven Ludtke 
Trevor Lyne 
Connor Mahoney 
Diane McGregor 
Margaret Mendoza 
Cassidy Milliken 
Christie Mirski 
Joseph Moccio 
Bryanna Montalvo 
Sean Moore 
Julianne Moriarty 
Nathan Morrie 
John Morris 
Lillian Mosiychuk 
Julia Nadolny 
Victoria Nascembeni 
Joshua Neal 

Tara Negrucci 

Vita Nesen 

Aditi Nimbalkar 
Christopher Noto 
Amanda Ottomaniello 
Drew Pahl 

John Passerini 
Riley Pearson 
Nicholas Pellegrini 
Gianna Perella 
Alexander Peterson 
Duncan Phillips 
Helen Phu 


Alexis Price 
Tymothy Regnier 
Melina Reid 
Alison Renaud 
Joselyn Rivera 
Paul Rivera 
Tristin Romano 
Jennifer Rossi 
Veronica Rovatti 
Nicholas Sampson 
Emilio Santa 
Ozan Sarpkaya 
Zachary Sawyer 
Jillian Scherpa 
Melissa Schuler 
Anthony Sciartelli 
Nicholas Scuderi 
Julia Serra 
Thaliadalis Soto 
Steven Stagnaro 
Amy Stefanik 
Keandria Sussman 
Victoria Sutherland 
Samantha Swistak 
Emily Tuohey 
Angela Vecchiarelli 
Nicholas Weyant 
Allison Wheeler 
Emily Whitman 
Tyler Wojcik 
Laura Wynne 
Caroline Wysocki 
Vladimir Zabedyuk 


GRADE 7 


Serena Abraham 
Lillian Afflitto 
Nicholas Askins 
Wesley Bain 
Michael Basile 
Dennis Beaver 
Erin Berthiaume 
Shannon Billick 
Tyler Bode 
Joshua Bolduc 
Kayla Borchers 
Alexander Branton-Sca- 
furi 
Amberlie Brenes 
Molly Breton 


Nina Bruno 

Jack Bubie 

Alina Bubuza 
Elizabeth Burbank 
Jared Burleson 
Rachel Carmel 
Sydney Carra 
Troy Carroll 
Sarah Carron 
Ethan Casey 
Katherine Castro 
Jack Chamberland 
Ethan Chan 
Alexandra Cichetti 
Francis Cipriani 
Sydney Cofer 
Anna Colfer 
Jordyn Comtois 
Maryellen Conway 
Jordan Cook 
Katelyn Cronin 
Bianca Culhane 
Colin Czerpak 
Matthew Dagenais 
Mary D’ Angelo 
Xhy-Y Dao 
Elisabeth Davydov 
Frank Dejkus 
Francesco DeMaio 
Joshua DeMatteo 
Mollie Dion 
Samantha Downs 
Jared Drummond 
Madison Dube 
Allyson Dubiel 
Julia Eggleston 
Courtney Fallon 
Zachary Fiedler 
Jessica Fontaine 
Jenna Gamelli 
Juste Gavelyte 
Meghan Gendron 


Alanna Giberson-Acevedo 


Christian Gonet 
Bailey Gordon 
Katelyn Grasso 
Alyssa Gravel 
Amber Gray 
Collette Groux 
Jacob Hampton 
Ashley Harnois 


Miranda Harpin Paul Oberheim 
Cameron Hartmann Christopher Ortiz 
Abigail Heinemann Melanie Ortiz 
Aimee Heinze Alessio Papallo 
Thomas Hendrickson Foram Patel 
Stephanie Herring Rachel Pellegrini 
Ian Higgins Samuel Perry 
Caroline Hitchcock Karleigh Pfau 
Nathaniel Humphries Theoren Phillips 
Daniel Ireland Nicolas Pietroniro 
Lianna Johnson Kyle Pinkham 
Sierra Jones Anastasiya Pirogova 
Jonathan Kelley Cody Plankey 
Ji-Sun Kim Matthew Plasse 
Colin Knowlton Alexander Poggi 
Lydia Koury Madeleine Provost 
Spencer Kozlak Devyn Rainaud 
Courtney Kraas Giovanna Recchia 
Sierra Kruser Cameron Richard 
Ashley Krzykowski Emma-lee Rivet 
Ryan LaFountain Matthew Rolland 
Timothy Lamkins Mary Root 

Dylan Lattell Samantha Rubacha 
Bailey Laviolette Kayla Rufo 

Kevin Lecuyer Alec Ryan 
Matthew Lockwood Snizhana Salagornik 
Lauren Lopez Karleigh Schuhlen 
Leishla Lugo William Schwarz IV 
Darren Lussier Brian Scoville 
Hailey Lyne Tatyana Shostak 
Devyn Manzi Timothy Sliech 
Collin Marshall Mohammed Soffan 
Kevyn Martins Sage Stathis 

Jenna Matuza Samantha Stratton 
Sydney Mazza Gino Tedeschi 
Zachary McCarthy Kira Teece 

Alexis McElligott Sarah Tessicini 
Riley Miles Bianco Toto 
Brooke Miller Hai Tran 

Maria Moccio Viktor Vasilchenko 
Brian Modzelesky Jessica Vaughn 
Tytus Moen Jeremy Venne 
Bradley Montanez Alice Verbetsky 
Christopher Morassi Abagale Viens 
Quinn Muskus Taia Vivenzio 

Troy Near Claire Wadlegger 
Mariam Nemchinsky Katalina Wallace 
Darlene Nguyen Linda Williams 
Jared Nigro Allie Wysocki 
Shaun Noonan Roman Yusenko 


Michaela Normand 
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8’ TRUCK CAP & 8’ steel 
brackets for ladders, staging, etc. 
Call for details (413)592-7525. 


STOP 


NEVER GIVE YOUR: 
+ SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 
+ CREDIT CARD NUMBER 
+ BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER 
Or any other 
personal information 
To someone 
you don't know 
when answering 
an advertisement. 


A public service announcement 
presented by your community paper 


ALL NEW PLUSH top Queen 
mattress and box still in plastic. 
Was $599, Sell for $299. 
(413)885-3065. Rt. 20, Palmer. 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD chairs — 
Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. 
Call (413)267-9680. 


GIGANTIC MIRRORS. Jobsite 
Leftovers Nine 72”x100”, perfect 
for gym/dance, $165 each. Six 
48"x100”, perfect for bathrooms, 
$125 each. Perfect condition. Free 
delivery! Installation available. 1- 
800-473-0619. 


STANNAH CHAIR LIFT for 
straight stairway. Gently used 
condition $1,000 or B.O. (413)267- 
3284 or (830)370-0022 Co. assist 
with installation. 


Tag Sale 


KEV’S BARNYARD 
FLEA MARKET 
Also Furniture 
Wednesday - Sunday 
10AM - 4:30PM 
#185 Route 202, 
Granby, MA 
(413)467-1722 
DEALER SPACE 
www.kevsbarnyard.com 


Firewood 


ALL HARDWOODS 
2 year seasoned firewood still 
available. Prompt delivery. 
Call now S & K Firewood 
(413)267-3100 OR 
1-800-607-5296. 


ALL SEASONED HARDWOOD 
cut, split and delivered. Prompt 
delivery. MC/Visa_ Westview 
Farms 111 East Hill Road, 
Monson (413)267-9631. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $150.00. 
Seasoned cut & split $220.00 
All hardwood. 

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083. 


FOUNTAIN FIREWOOD $200 
SEASONED Red & White Oak, 
Mixed Hardwood. Cut, — split. 
Delivered same day. 1,2,3,4 cord 
loads. Monson (413)657-6143. 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 
sale. Approx. 7 cords per truck 
load. $650 delivered locally. Price 
subject to change. Also specialize 
in heat treated kiln dried firewood. 
Insect free. Dryness guaranteed 
Premium Hardwood Pellets $235 
per ton. Cash and Carry. 1-800- 
373-4500. 


Miscellaneous 


AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE/AVIONICS. 
GRADUATE in 15 months. FAA 
approved; financial aid if qualified. 
Job placement assistance. Call 
National Aviation Academy today! 
1-800-292-3228 or NAA.edu 


HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFT- 
ED? Contact Woodford Bros. Inc. 


for straightening, leveling, 
foundation and wood frame 
repairs at 1-800-OLD- 


BARN/www.woodfordbros.com 
MAHIC#155877; CTHIS#571557; 
RICRB#22078. 


Miscellaneous 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New 
England. Reach 4 million potential 
readers quickly and inexpensively 
with great results. Use the Buy 
New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds@turley.com. Do they 
work? You are reading one of our 
ads now!! Visit our website to see 
where your ads run 
communitypapersne.com 


Musical Instruments 


CLARINET/VIOLIN/FLUTE/trump 
et/trombone/amplifier/Fender gui- 
tar, $69. each. Cello/upright bass, 
saxophone/French horn/drums 
$185 each. Tuba/baritone 
horn/Hammond organ. Others 4 
sale (516)377-7907. 


Services 


A CALL WE HAUL 
Fast Junk Removal 


WE TAKE IT ALL 
LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates 
Closings, Free Estimates, Attics 
Cleanouts, Appl, Bsmnts. 
Expert demo services 
10% disc. All Major CC's accepted 
CALL NOW - 1-800-414-0239 
(413)283-5030 
WWW.ACALLWEHAUL.COM 


**A B HAULING AND 
REMOVAL SERVICE*** 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, 
yard debris. Barns, sheds, 
demolished. Swimming _ pools 
removed. 20 yd. container, truck 
available. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all work. Lowest 
rates. (413)267-3353, cell 

(413)222-8868. 


**A A CALL — HAUL IT ALL** 
Cheaper than a dumpster. | do all 
the work, cleanouts, attics, cellars, 
barns, garages and appliance 
removal. 10% discount with this 
ad. Free Est. 1 (413)596-7286, 1 
(866) 517-4285. 


A AND D HAULING. Affordable, 
Dependable Removal at its best! 
Real Estate closings our specialty. 
Will clean homes, attics, cellars 
and barns. *Demo work and metal 
removal at discounted rates. 10% 
discount with ad. Free estimates. 
413-477-0213 (business) 
413-575-7961 (cell) 


ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS. Clean- 
ings, inspections, repairs, caps, 
liners, waterproofing, rebuilds. 
Gutterbrush Installations. Local 
family owned since 1986. HIC 
#118355. Fully insured. (413)547- 
8500. 


Marketplace + 


Want it! 
Find it! 
Buy it! 
Sell it! 
Love it! 
Drive it! 


www.turley.com + 


READ I 


15 Weekly Newspapers 
Serving 50 Local Communities 


AVERY 


Home Improvement & Repair 


Residential & Commercial 
Chicopee, MA 
413-532-9949 © 413-459-3343 
Fully Licensed and Insured 
Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms ¢ Tile 
Drywall Repair ¢ Interior Painting 
Custom Woodworking 
Insurance Work ¢ Laminate Flooring 


CERAMIC- MASTER TILESMITH 
for hire. All types of installations, 
30+ years experience. Insured. 
Guaranteed work. Free Estimates. 
Call Bill (413)446-7458 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint 
- Classroom instructor, 20 + years 
experience. Call Walt at (413)267- 


9680 for estimate. 
CHIMNEY SERVICES: CLEAN- 
INGS, caps, dampers, repairs 


including masonry and liners. The 
best for less!!! Worcester to 
Pittsfield. 508-245-1501, 413-650- 
0126 


Colonial Carpentry Innovations, Inc. 
Design er Build Team 
“New World Technology with Old World Quality” 


www.colonialinnovation.com 


Kitchens * Baths * Doors « Additions 
Renovations « Custom Designs « New Homes 


Bob (413) 374-6175 
lic. &ins, OF Jen (413) 244-5112 


DRYWALL AND_ CEILINGS, 
plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All 
ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


GUTTER CLEANING- DON’T wait 
til you have water damage! Also 
leaf clean-ups, Tree Work, Snow 
Removal. Senior Discounts 
available (413)221-2113. 


HOME THEATER, AV_ Tech. 
(Cert. ISF/HAA). The only Cert. 
Installers in this area. Put in 
theater for you or install a Plasma 
the right way. Sales, service. 413- 
374-8000, 413-374-8300. 
www.a-v-tech.com 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 
years experience. Free estimates. 
References. Lic #086220. Please 
call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


AFFORDABLE REMOVAL SERV- 
ICES attics, basements, garages. 
Cleaned, moving and odd jobs 
including Fall clean-up. Free 
estimates. (413)627-8717, 
(413)657-0343. 


SNOWBLOWER TUNE UP 
AND REPAIR 
Push lawnmowers; riding mowers. 
Work done at your home. 
Call Mike at 
(413)348-7967. 


VALLEY 
EXCAVATING 


Site work 
Sewer Connections 
*Septic Systems 
¢Drainage Solutions 
*Pool Building Demo 
Ponds 
*Grading 
eLot Clearing 
*Retaining Walls 
*Bobcat/Dozer 
eExcavator/Tri-axle Dump 
¢Tornado Cleanup/ Stump & 
Tree Removal 
“For All Your 
Earth Moving Needs” 
Free Estimates & Fully Insured 
Brian 


413-244-7037 


HIG# 169216 


Fully Insured © Senior Citizen Discount 


Contact Jim 413-544-4906 
Specializing in 

all phases of carpentry. 

From framing to finish work! 


No job too big or too small. 


STETSONCARPENTRY@YAHOO.COM 


I a, 
pea — 
ANY 
WE RENOVATE, SELL & 
PURCHASE (any condition) horse 


drawn vehicles such as sleighs, 
carriages, surreys, wagons, dr’s 


buggies, driveable or lawn 
ornaments. Reasonable prices. 
Quality workmanship. Call 


(413)213-0373 for estimate and 
information. 
Visit Us at Our New Place 
Demers & Sons 
401 Mill Valley Road 
Rte. 181 (across from 
Mill Valley Golf Course) 
Belchertown 


Appliances 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE SERV- 
ICE since 1981. Servicing all 
makes and models of washers, 
dryers, refrigerators, _— stoves, 
dishwashers. For service call 
(413)536-0034. 


Child Services 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone 
advertising caring of children must 
list a license number to do so if 
they offer this service in their own 
home. 


LICENSED FAMILY CHILD Care 
Now Enrolling- Give your child the 
best of both worlds. Teacher with 
a Master's Degree in Education in 
a caring home setting. Call 413- 
887-7185. Lic #9007857. 


Computer Services 


COMPUTER WIZ 
For all your computing needs. 
Trouble shooting, virus 
removal, PC Tune up, 


Laptop Repair. 
1605 N Main ST, Palmer MA 
(413)283-7500. 


COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 
frustrating or frightening. I'll come 
to you. Upgrades, set-up, tutoring, 
troubleshooting. Hardware, 
software. Also setup DVD, Home 
Theatre, Phones, etc. Monique 
(413)237-1035. 


Electrician 


BILL CAMERLIN. ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for 
homeowners, fire alarms. Fast, 
dependable, reasonable _ rates. 
Insured, free estimates. E280333. 
24 hour emergency service. 
(413)427-5862. 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs 
deicing cables. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Scot Winters 
electrician Lic. #13514-B Call 
(413)244-7096. 


ELECTRICIAN AVAILABLE FOR 
industrial, commercial and 
residential jobs of all sizes. 30’ lift 
service available for hire. Licensed 
and fully insured with over 19 


years experience. License 
#20529A Ray Croteau 
413-284-0507. 

EXPERIENCED LICENSED 


ELECTRICIAN E51458. Large to 
small jobs. Prompt service, 
professional work, fully insured, 
free estimates. 24 hours. Bruce 
(413)883-9657. 


JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 
#E16303. Free estimates. Senior 
Discounts. Insured. 40 years 


experience. No job too small. Cell 
(413)330-3682. 


LICENSED ELECTRICIAN. 
PROMPT, efficient, reasonable. 
Obligation-free estimates. Senior 
discounts. Will beat anyone’s 
price. Fully insured. Local. Walter 
Paul Partyka Lic.#11294B. 
c#(413)455-7353, 
h#(413)532-0503 


Heating & Air Cond. 


HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 
Service & Installation. Reasonable 
Rates. Call Adam (413)374-7779 


Home Improvement 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, 
siding, roofs, additions, decks, 
baths, hardwood floors, painting. 
All work 100% guaranteed. 
Licensed and insured. Call Bob 
(413)596-8807 Cell (860)301-8283 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Free 
estimates, references. Lic 
#086220. Please call Kevin 


(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
- Where Quality and the 
Assurance that your job will be 
done right and on time are always 
#1. Whether it's a roof, siding, 
windows or a deck etc. you can 
count on us! 20 years exp. FULLY 
LICENSED & INSURED. Visit us 
online at 
www.delreohomeimprovement.com 
or call Gary Delcamp and 
save.413-569-3733 office/fax MA 
Lic. #100821 MA Reg. #156758 
CT Lic. #0620422 


DRS PAINTING & HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS One call does it 
all. Free estimates. Best price 
guaranteed. Lic #168118 Insured 
(413)218-9042 or e-mail us 
dsheldon12@yahoo.com 


RBZ GENERAL CONTRACTING 
No home improvement job too 
small. Snowplowing included. Fast 
dependable service. Very 
reasonable rates. Call Rob 
(413)813-9361. 


House Cleaning 


YOU NEED YOUR house cleaned 
call me. Good price and good 
references. Erica (413)505-2954. 


Instruction 


GC/BUILDER’S LICENSE 
COURSE * * Register by January 
6th. Class begins Jan. 9-12 for 
Ludlow, Worcester, Pittsfield, 
Northampton, Greenfield * * 
Call CCl 1-888-833-5207 or 
www.statecertification.com 


TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED 
A & BCDL CLASSES + BUS 
Chicopee, Ma (413)592-1500 
UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


Landscaping 


** DEVENO LANDSCAPING ** 
Fall clean-ups, bobcat service, 
landscape construction, Storm 
clean-up, tree removal, wood 


chipping, shrub trimming, week 
by week, lawn mowing. 
Commercial, Residential Call 
(413)746-9065, (413)657-9293. 


TRACTOR FOR HIRE 

*Backhoe/ loader 

*Brushhogging and field mowing 
*Specializing in medium and small 
jobs 

eLow hourly rates- 7 days per 
week 

SCREENED LOAM 

*Special- Delivered and Spread 
$28/yd (15 yd minimum) 

Delivery only- call for price 

2-25 yd loads 

«Volume discounts 

(413)530-0256 


ERIC LAFORTUNE 


mu 


Home Repair Service 


Carpenter 


Holyoke 
413-297-2466 


ericlafortune@comcast.net 
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Call us toll free at 1-800-824-6548 


regal Services Rei Warted Help Wanted 


NEED A GOOD LAWYER? 
Attorney Kevin Jourdain can help! 


Bankruptcy, Driver's _ licenses, 
Personal Injury. Full Service, 
General Practice in MA & CT. 
Affordable. Free Initial 


Consultation. (413)539-8000. 

We are a debt relief agency and 
help people file for bankruptcy 
under the bankruptcy code. 
www.attorneykevinjourdain.com 


Plumbing 


ALL PLUMBING REPAIRS AND 
INSTALLATIONS No job too 
small. 30 years experience. 
Master plumber LIC. NO. 10338. 
Call Rick (413)533-3109. 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& Heating. Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water 
heater installations, steam/HW 
boiler replacement. Kitchen & Bath 
remodeling. 30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10. Gas Card With 
Work Performed. Call Greg 
(413)592-1505. 


LINC’S PLUMBING LIC #J27222 
Products That Assist 
ELDERLY and DISABLED 
Satisfy Your Needs 
IMPROVE YOUR COMFORT 
IMPROVE YOUR LIFE 
(413)668-5299 


A HOLE IN your roof to a Whole 
New Roof! Specializing in hard to 
find leaks. Call N.P. Home 
Improvements for your roofing 
needs. Storm damage experts. 
(413)532-7603 


ANOTHER HARSH WINTER IS 
ON ITS WAY. Call Local Bldrs. 
for removing snow off your roof 
and all your roofing needs. 
Shingles, flat, metal and _ slate. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA 
CS#102453. Senior Discount 
(413)626-5296 


Snow Removal 


DEVENO LANDSCAPING- 
SNOW plowing, parking lots 
and driveways. Commercial, 


Residential.(413)746-9065, 
(413)657-9293. 


KEN’S TREE SERVICE AND 
LAND CLEARING. We also do 
Landscaping/ stonework. Fully 
insured. Free Estimate. Cordwood 
available. (413)436-7262, 
(774)452-2950. 


STUMP GRINDING 
FAST Service, Best Prices 
888-41 STUMP/413-289-1524 
BEAVER STUMP GRINDING 
Service 20+ years of 
local experience 
Tornado Damage 
Discounts 


TREE TRIM AND brush removal 
and snow removal. Senior prices 
offered! Fast, dependable service. 
Call (413)301-4997 or (413)796- 
7948. 


dd ad 


BE A RESPONSIBLE PET OWN- 
ER - Financially needy? Call for 
assistance to spay/neuter your 
cat/dog. 413-565-5383. 
CONCERNED CITIZENS FOR 
ANIMALS. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
spayed/neutered, wormed, 
shots, heartworm checked, 
teeth cleaned 
Greyhound Options Inc 


Nikki - 2 year old brindle female, 
listens well, loves attention, likes 
other dogs, walks well on leash, 
wonderful personality, does not 
seem to be cat safe 


Pam — 2 year old brindle female, 
very puppyish, a real Velcro dog, 
would do well in a home with a 
mature Greyhound who she could 
learn from and play with, needs a 
fenced-in yard, does not seem to 
be small animal safe 


Ranger - 8 y.o. brindle male, 
used to home life, loves attention, 
sweet and loving, would like adult 
household, seems to be cat safe 


Rez - 6 y.o. brindle male, used to 
home life, calm, gentle, gets along 
with everyone, seems to be cat 
safe 


Tina - 3 y.o. red female, sweet, 
small, very friendly, does not seem 
to be cat safe 


Call Mary (413) 566-3129 or Claire 
(413) 967-9088 or see us Jan 7 
at Dave's Pet City Agawam 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. 
www.greyhoundoptions.org 


AKC GERMAN - SHEPHERD 
puppies hip certified. German 
lines. Up to date health care, 
guarantees. 
www.selectshepherds.com 603- 
763-2877. 


AKC LABRADOR RETRIEVER 
puppies. OFA tested, dewclaws 
removed, shots, wormed, ready to 
go home Jan. 28. $700 
wwwsnyderslabs.com  (413)283- 
9873. 


Horses 


BARN DAYS AT Independence 
Stable Horsemanship program 
12/26-12/30. (413)284-0371 
www.independencestablellc.com 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of 
the art facility. Beginner to 
advanced. Ages 4 years to adult. 
Boarding, sales and leasing also 
available. Convenient location at 
Orion Farm in South Hadley. 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarminc.com 


Help Wanted 


AIDES- CNA/HHA 
Homecare Positions Available 
Immediate Openings 
Flexible Hours 
Insurance Benefit 
Paid Vacation 
Mileage Reimbursement 
Referral Bonus 
Call Visiting Angels 
(413)568-7960 


AVON FREE ONLINE training. 
Option to sign up online. Up to 
50% profit. 1-800-258-1815. 
avonnh@aol.com 


BABY-SITTER WANTED in DISPATCHER/DRIVER 
Hampden for 6 year old girl with SUPERVISOR/CUSTOMER 
special needs. Monday, SERVICE for school transportation 
Wednesday, Friday after school, company. Requires talented 
weekend mornings and afternoons Person = with strong 
all available. Will adjust to meet | communication, routing, driving, 
your schedule. Please call Luanne organizational and supervisory 
skills. Will train. — Wilbraham 


(413)566-3027. é 
location, early morning start times. 


Send resume in Word format to 
Franco@Vanpoolma.com. 


EF 


“ROOFS” 


From $3.49 sq. ft. 
Strip & Install - Start to Finish 
2 Rows Ice & Water Barrier 
Architectural Shingles 


Enhanced Limited 
Lifetime Warranty 


100% Satisfaction Guarantee 
Fully Licensed/Insured 


Gall Jeremy 
(413) 221-9807 


S Fill Out and Mail This Money Maker $ 


Quabbin Village Hills 
Circulation: 50,500 


PETERSHAM 


BARRE 


NEW BRAINTREE 
West NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BAOOKFIELD 
2 


Base Price BROOK 
26.00 


20 Base Price 

24.00 

21 Base Price | 22 Base Price | 23 Base Price | 24 
24.50 25.00 25.50 

25 Base Price | 2© Base Price | 27 Base Price | 28 Base Price 

26.50 27.00 27.50 28.00 


29 Base Price | 7° Base Price| > Base Price | 2 Base Price 
28.50 29.00 29.50 30.00 
6 


33 Base Price | 4 Base Price | >> Base Price | Base Price 
30.50 31.00 31.50 32.00 
37 Base Price | 33 Base Price | 39 Base Price | 4° Base Price 
32.50 33.00 33.50 34.00 


Run my ad in the following Zones(s): 


QUABBIN SUBURBAN 
er) Ce) 


PHONE 


Suburban Residential 
Circulation: 59,000 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or the Suburban 
Residential ZONE for $24.00 for 20 words plus 

50¢ for additional words. Add $5 for a second ZONE. 
NAME 


ADDRESS 
TOWN 


First ZONE base price 


includes additional words 


+ $500 


STATE ZIP Add a second ZONE 


THE DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT NOON 
Send to Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069. 
Must include check. 

Or call 413-283-7084 to place your ad. 


Subtotal 


x Number of Weeks 


TOTAL enclosed 


Did you remember to check your zone? 
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Help Wanted Real Estate Real Estate Mobile Homes Vacation Rentals 


Ab... 


family services 


Become a Foster Parent 
and enhance the lives of abused or neglected chil- 
dren or teens. Ear $1500/mo tax-free. Excellent 
training, support and weekly supervision. 
~Must have car and bedroom space~ 


Western MA 413-439-9000 
or email inquiries to 
darespringfield@darefamily.org 
Central MA 508-755-7100 
or email inquiries to 
dareworcester@ darefamily.org 


DRIVERS- WIND RIVER EN- 
VIRONMENTAL seeks drivers to 
join our Wilbraham branch as a 
Tech servicing residential and 
commercial septic systems. Class 
A & B license with Tanker 
endorsement. Able to work a 
flexible schedule and on call. 
Competitive pay and_ benefits 
package. Qualified applicants: 
send resume to 
jobsnewe@wrenvironmental.com 
or fax to 978-278-9228. 


DRIVERS: START UP to $.41/mi. 
Home Weekly or Bi-Weekly. CDL- 
A 6 mos. OTR exp. Req. 
Equipment you'll be proud to drive! 
(888)247-4037 


LAST DAY TO APPLY: 
December 31, 2011. The City of 
Holyoke Conservation Commis- 
sion is seeking applications for 
one (1) part-time, temporary office 
support staff to assist in cataloging 
and inventorying existing office 
files. Thurs — Friday maximum 10 
hour work week, 8:30 A.M. — 4:30 
P.M.  $15.81/hour. For full job 
requirements go to: 
www.holyoke.org Please mail a 
resume and cover letter to: 
Andrew Smith, 

Holyoke Conservation 
Commission, 

20 Korean Veterans’ Plaza, 

City Hall Annex, Room 412 
Holyoke MA 01040 


POTTERY TEACHER WANTED: 
WE SEEK RESPONSIBLE 
AND RELIABLE TEACHER FOR 
DAY AND EVENING POTTERY 
CLASSES IN EXCHANGE FOR 
WORKING STUDIO SPACE. 
FOR MORE INFO. PLEASE 
CONTACT JULIET ROSE 
GALLERY & STUDIO. 
413-596-9741. 


SALES FULL/ PART time 
Saturdays a must. Great benefits. 
Retail experience preferred but will 
train the right person. Apply in 
person at: Olde Hadleigh Hearth & 
Patio, 119 Williamansett St., 
Route 33, South Hadley. 


THE REWARDS ARE ENDLESS- 
become a Foster Parent! Call 
today to learn about working with 
children and adolescents with 
special emotional needs. $350 
weekly tax free stipend. Sign on 
bonus. Call Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care at 413-734-2493. See 
us on Facebook! 


Real Estate 


LUDLOW 3 BEDROOM RAISED 
Ranch, centrally located, security 
system, central air, sprinkler 
system, 2 car garage. $240,000 
(413)589-0677. 


REAL ESTATE 
ASSOCIATES 


65 MAIN STREET 
WARE, MASS 01082 


967-7353 


Jit A. GRAVEL, BROKER A. GRAVEL, BROKER 


See thousands of homes 
for sale 
24 hours a day 
7 days a week at 
www.gravelrealestate.com 


Thinking of selling? 
Call us today for a 
no cost, no obligation 
market value on 
your home! 


Fram our Homes 
To Yours 


SC en 
Oedsens Jreetings: 


In lieu of 
Holiday Cards 
a donation has been 
made to 
Shriners Hospital 


Evenings call: 


COURTNEY SHAW 413-289-4450 
MERRIE BROWN 413-668-8190 
KAYE BOOTHMAN 413-477-6624 
VALARIE WILLIAMS 413-658-5471 
TINA BURKE 978-434-6000 
JILL GRAVEL 413-364-7353 


TOOMEY-LOVETT 
109 West St. 
Ware, MA 01082 
www.Century21ToomeyLovett.com 


413-967-6326 
800-486-2121 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!! 


NEW LISTINGS* 

BRIMFIELD: Four bedroom two 
bath Colonial ready for new 
owner. Nice location country but 
minutes to pike east or west, large 
kitchen with pantry, sunroom. 
$224,000 


WALES: Three bedroom Colonial, 
some cosmetic touches needed. 
Affordably priced and near Lake 
George and sits on a nice lot. 
$119,000 

Candy Smith 413-348-9289 
Dorrinda 

O’Keefe-Shea 
Glen Moulton 
Ruth Vadnais 


978-434-1990 
413-967-5463 
413-967-6326 


Jill Stolgitis 413-477-8780 
Shalene 
Friedhaber 413-593-6656 


Cindy St. George 413-967-3012 
Janis Quattrocelli 413-250-1639 


CHECK 
OUR 
CLASSIFIEDS 


Jones Group 


“INDEPENDENT, LOCALLY 
OWNED SINCE 1958” 


"FROM OUR TOWN 
TO YOUR TOWN... 
QUR AGENTS 
HAVE IT COVERED!" 
CALL TODAY! 


Cathy Hayward Pat Gillen 
323-7295 x116 323-7295 x117 


Christopher 
Bloom 
323-6356 x103 


Janise 
Fitzpatrick 
323-7295 x119 


Cheryl Dutton 
323-6356 x104 


Reggie Maxon 
323-7295 x109 


John Peetz 
323-7295 x118 


Lisa Fijal 
323-7295 x107 


Jim Potter 
323-7295 x105 


Robin Harnois 
323-6356 x112 


Jean Broom 
323-7295 x108 


Peter Roberts 
323-7295 x114 


Jones Group Realtors 
Amherst 413-549-3700 
Belchertown 323-7295 
Northampton 413-585-0400 


JonesRealtors.com 


Mobile Homes 


DASAP MOBILE HOMES Sales 
View all our new and used homes 
at www.dasap.mhvillage.com 
(413)593-9961. Servicing all of 
Western Mass. 


WALES ROUTE 19 $70’s, 
24x40’, 1995, 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, air, shingles, 2 
porches, spacious, private lot in 
new section. DASAP (413)593- 
9961. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 
ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national origin, 
or intention to make any such 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 


CHICOPEE 3RD FLOOR, 2 bed- 
rooms, heat, hot water & 
appliances, a/c, laundry room. off- 
street parking, $850 No pets/ 
smoking. (413)222-8293. 


CHICOPEE FALLS 1 BR, second 
floor. Heat, hot water included. 
Non-smoking. $650/ mo + first, 
last. (413)592-7525. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


INDIAN ORCHARD 5 room, heat 
& hot water included. Stove & 
refrigerator. Near bus _ line. 
$775/mo. 1st and last. (413)543- 
5326. 


LUDLOW $750.00 FIRST Floor 
includes Stove, Refrigerator, 
Trash Compactor, Electric 
Fireplace, and has central air. 
First, Last, Security required. 
Lease Call 413-478-6353 


LUDLOW 4 ROOM TOWN- 
HOUSE apt. w/2 bdrms, 1.5 baths, 
central A/C, gas heat, stove & 
refrig. $900 monthly rent plus 
utilities. No pets or waterbeds. 
First, last and security deposit 


required. (413)583-3097 or 
(413)583-6424. 
MONSON ONE _~ BEDROOM, 


everything included. 1st, last. No 
pets, no smoking $600/ mo. 
(413)267-3958, (413)250-8701. 


PALMER 4 RM, 1 BR, office. 
Renovated, new windows. Free 
heat, HW, Appliances. $785 No 
Pets. No Smoking (508)637-1520, 
(860)658-2101 


PALMER ONE BEDROOM apt., 
convenient location, hot water 
included. No pets. $495/mo 
(413)596-6286 or (413)289-9442. 


PALMER THREE RIVERS. 
Country Manor apartments, 1 
bdrm, $630, 2 bdrm, $730 month. 
All units renov. _w/disposal, 
dishwashers, microwave, elec. 
range, carpets. Parking, fishing 
and playground. Cats okay. Call 
413-283-9472. 


PALMER. LG. STUDIO. Laundry 
on premises, off-street parking, 
w/w carpeting, quiet, convenient 
location. (413)454-1201. 


PALMER: 2 BR apt., stove, w/d 
hook-up, 1 car garage. All electric. 
Avail 2/1/12. $800/mo + utils. Call 
after 1/1/12 for appt. (413)467- 
3446. 


PALMER’S NEWEST LUXURY 
apts, 1 and 2 bedrooms, large 
living room, spacious bedrooms 
wiw. Fridge, range, oak cabinets, 
off street parking, security lights, 
tenants laundry. 1-413-283-8673. 


THORNDIKE 3 BR, $950/ month 
heat included. Stove, refrigerator. 
1st, last, security, credit check. No 
Pets. Available immediately. 
(413)246-0161. 


THREE RIVERS/THORNDIKE 
UPDATED COZY one bedroom, 


stove, refrigerator, wd hook-up, 
off-street parking. $625 plus 
utilities, deposits. NO PETS. 


(413)896-2513. 


WARE - SUNNY 3 bedroom 
townhouse, living rm., dining rm., 
kitchen, laundry rm., 3 bedroom 
upstairs, new carpet and paint. 
Available immediately, $800. First, 
last, sec. 617-756-7737. 


WILBRAHAM CENTER A Freshly 
Decorated 3 Room 1 Bedroom 
Apartment. Range, Refrigerator, 
Laundry Room, Heat, Utilities, 
Deck and Patio with a Gas Grill, 
Rubbish Removal and off-street 
parking included. A short walk to 
the Village Store, Drug Store, 2 
Banks and an ATM, Library, 
Cleaners, Service Station, Beauty 
Parlor, Dentist and there is PVA 
Bus. I'm looking for a neat, clean, 
quiet non-smoker with no pets 
who pays their rent on time. 
FLANNERY CO. (413)596-9982 


Seasonal Rentals 


BAREFOOT BAY Sebastian 2 br 
2 bath. beach, fishing, golf, tennis, 
3 pools, wi-fi, 2/wk/min; Jan 
$400/wk $1000 mo; Feb $450wk, 
$1200 Mo. *$60 cleaning 
(413)532-5009. 


FOR RENT: ONE week at the 
largest timeshare in the world. 
Orange Lake is right next to 
Disney and has many amenities 
including golf, tennis, and a water 
park. Weeks available are Feb. 26 
to Mar. 4 & Mar. 4 to Mar. 11, 
2012. (Sun. to Sun.) $850 
inclusive. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com 


WARM WEATHER IS year round 
in Aruba. The water is safe, and 
the dining is fantastic. Walk out to 
the beach. 3-bedroom, weeks 
available in May 2012 and more. 
Sleeps 8. $3500. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for more 
information. 


Autos Wanted 


$$$ AUTOS WANTED TOP Dollar 
paid for your unwanted cars, 
trucks, vans, big and small, 
running or not. Call 413-534-5400. 


AAAA** DONATION: Donate your 
car, boat, or real estate. IRS tax 
deductible. Free pick-up/tow any 
model/condition. Help 
underprivileged children. Outreach 
Center 800-883-6399. 


CASH FOR CARS: Any make, 
model or year. We pay more! 
Running or not. Sell your car or 
truck today. Free towing! Instant 
offer: 1-800-871-0654. 


DONATE YOUR CAR for cash on 
the spot & IRS tax deduction. Free 
$2,000 grocery shopping coupons. 
Free towing. All cars accepted. 1- 
855-WE-CURE-KIDS/1-855-932- 
8735, CarsCureKids.org 


DONATE YOUR CAR, truck or 
SUV to the Childhood Leukemia 
Foundation today. Tax Deductible, 
FREE towing and fast, easy 
process. Call 1-877-754-3227 or 
visit www.mycarfordonation.org 


DONATE YOUR VEHICLE LOVE 
IN THE NAME OF CHRIST. Free 
towing & non-runners accepted. 
800-549-2791. Help Us Transform 
Lives In The Name Of Christ. 


SELL YOUR CAR, truck or SUV 
today. All 50 states, fast pick-up 
and payment. Any condition, make 
or model. Call now 1-877-818- 
8848. www.MyCarforCash.net 


Find local opportunities 
or list your open 
positions here! 


Turle yo 


™ 


ur tey Inc. 


www.turley.com 
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Send all community calendar items to 
the Agawam Advertiser News at aan@ 
turley.com, fax to 786-8457 or mail to 23 
Southwick St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 
Please list time, date and place of event, 
contact information and a brief descrip- 
tion of the activity involved. Deadline for 
all community submissions is noon on 
Monday. 


Tuesday, Dec. 27 


THE AGAWAM SENIOR CENTER 
will host a free movie at 12:30 p.m. (“Lit- 
tle Fockers”’). The public is welcome. 


THE AGAWAM CONGREGATION- 
AL CHURCH FAMILY PLAY GROUP 
offers crafts, stories, songs, free play 
and more on Tuesdays from 9:30 to 11 
a.m. Playgroup is open to children birth 
through age 5 with a parent or caregiver, 
and takes place at the church located at 
745 Main St. For more information, email 
jbrownacc @verizon.net or call the office 
at 786-7111. 


FIRST PARK MEMORIAL BAPTIST 


CHURCH, corner of Forest Park Ave. and 
Garfield Street in Springfield, has a Prayer 


Arts 


Shawl Ministry that meets every Tuesday 
at 2 p.m. in the church parlor. Participants 
enjoy fellowship while creating shawls for 
those who need them. Every level of knit- 
ting or crocheting is welcome. The public 
is invited to join. For more information, 
call the church office at 734-1715. 


Wednesday, Dec. 28 


THE CHILDREN’S PLAY GROUP 
of First Park Memorial Baptist Church, 
corner of Forest Park Avenue and Gar- 
field Street in Springfield, meets every 
Wednesday from 10-11:30 a.m. This is 
an opportunity for mothers or fathers 
and their pre-school age children to 
get together and socialize, share, play 
and laugh. For more information, call 
the church office at (413) 734-1715. 


Thursday, Dec. 29 


AMERICAN LEGION POST 185, 
located at 478 Springfield St. in Feed- 
ing Hills, hosts a fish fry every Thursday 
night through March with servings from 
4-7 p.m. Side orders are also available for 
purchase. Take-out orders are available 
and the legion is handicapped-accessible. 


Seniors are welcome. 
UPCOMING AND ONGOING 


THE AMERICAN RED CROSS will 
hold a community blood drive Friday, 
Dec. 30 from noon to 6 p.m. at the Aga- 
wam Fire Department, 800 Main St. To 
make an appointment to donate blood, 
call (800) 733-2767 or visit redcross- 
blood.org. 


THE SWINGLES SQUARE DANCE 
CLUB will hold a New Year’s Eve Dance 
Dec. 31 at the East Longmeadow Senior 
Center, 328 North Main St. Social hour at 
6 p.m.; potluck at 6:30 p.m.; early rounds 
from 7:30 to 8 p.m.; dance from 8 p.m. 
until 12:30 a.m.. Cost is $10 per person; 
singles and couples welcome, spectators 
free. For more information, call Dick 
Walker at (413) 525-3324. 


ADULT DROP-IN SIT & KNIT returns 
to the Agawam Public Library Tuesday, 
Jan. 3 and will be held the first Tuesday 
of the month through May from 1-3 p.m. 
The program is for adults 18 and older and 
no registration is necessary. The public is 
welcome. 


THE SPRINGFIELD MUSEUMS AT 
THE QUADRANGLE will present “An- 
cient Civilizations and Birds of Prey” fea- 
turing Julie Anne Collier, licensed birds 
of prey rehabilitator, on Thursday, Jan. 5 
at 12:15 in the Museum of Fine Arts at 
21 Edwards St., Springfield. Admission 
is $4 ($2 for museum members). Parking 
is free. For information, call (413) 263- 
6800, ext. 488. 


THE EIGHTH SEASON OF THE 
AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL'S 
APPLAUSE SERIES continues Friday, 
Jan. 6 at 7:30 p.m. at the Agawam Pub- 
lic Library when Southwick residents 
Ashley Armitage and Bryan Austermann 
present a broad range of pop, jazz, and 
show tunes. The Agawam Public Library 
is located at 750 Cooper St. and can be 
reached by phone at (413) 789-1550. This 
event is free and open to the public. 


YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR CAMPER 
may be worth more as a donation than a 
trade-in. Call the Massachusetts Associa- 
tion for the Blind at (888) 613-2777 for 
more information. Towing is free. All do- 
nations are tax deductible. 


Have passport, will 


SPRINGFIELD - Ooo la la! There is 
a spectacular new exhibition of French 


painting at the D’Amour Museum of 


Fine Arts and to give the event some 
true Gallic flavor, the museums are of- 
fering free admission to anyone with a 
current French passport. 

The free admission includes general 
museum admission plus the special ex- 
hibition fee to see the French show, and 
will apply to the passport holder and 
one guest, French or not.. Be sure to 
visit “tout de suite.” 

“Old Masters to Monet: Three Cen- 
turies of French Painting from the 


Wadsworth Atheneum” features 50 
magnificent works of art which trace 
the history of French painting from the 
17th through the early 20th centuries. 
Included are works by such masters as 
Chardin, Bouguereau, Claude Lorrain, 
Monet, Degas, Pissarro, Renoir, Vincent 
van Gogh, and many other outstanding 
French artists. 

The D’ Amour Museum of Fine Arts 
is located on the Quadrangle at 21 Ed- 
wards St. in downtown Springfield. Free 
onsite parking is available. Hours are 
Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., and Sunday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


travel 


General admission is $12.50 for 
adults, $9 for seniors and college stu- 
dents, $6.50 for children 3-17, and free 
for children under three and museum 
members. The fee provides admission 
to all Springfield Museums. Spring- 
field residents are free with proof of 
address. 

There is a special exhibition fee of 
$10 for adults and $5 for children ages 
12-17 in addition to museum admission 
to view Old Masters to Monet. Children 
under 12 are free when accompanied by 
a paying adult. 


Storrowton offers school programs during vacation 


Storrowton Village Museum, in re- 
sponse to winter vacation changes, will 
make its regular school programs, “Little 
Red Schoolhouse,” “Storrowton Sam- 
pler” and “Look Back” available during 
the week of Feb. 20 for those schools that 
are in session. 

“Little Red Schoolhouse” and “Stor- 
rowton Sampler” will be offered Tues- 
day through Friday, Feb. 21 — 24 and 
“Look Back” will take place Tuesday and 
Wednesday, Feb. 21 and 22. Classes will 
be registered on a first-come, first-served 
basis. 

Each program is designed to offer chil- 
dren unique, hands-on, educational expe- 
rience as they explore the history of the 
19th century. “Little Red Schoolhouse” 
offers a day of challenging and fun activ- 
ities similar to those in the life of a 19th 
century student. Led by a Schoolmaster 
or Schoolmistress in period dress, chil- 
dren will practice quill pen writing, spell- 
ing bees, math drills, and old-fashioned 
games. In “Look Back,” children will 
learn about the different roles for boys 
and girls through daily activities such 
as cooking, blacksmith skills and callig- 
raphy. Four dynamic activities make up 
the “Storrowton Sampler,’ which may 


include quill pen writing in a copybook, 
a scavenger hunt on the Village grounds, 
dipping candles, or cooking over an open 
hearth. 

For those schools holding their regular 
vacation week, the Village will present 
its annual scheduled school vacation pro- 
gram, “A Day Away in the Past,’ Wednes- 
day, Feb. 22 and Thursday, Feb. 23. 

“A Day Away in the Past” gives chil- 
dren a chance to step into the 19th cen- 
tury and learn about Early American 
Village life. Children ages 7 through 12 
dress in period costumes and try their 
hands at early American crafts such as 
candle dipping, play games and experi- 
ence every aspect of a blacksmith’s shop, 
including pumping the bellows at a coal- 
fired forge, working a hand-crank drill 
press, filing white work and more. 

Reservations are required for all 
programs, and “Little Red School- 
house,” “Look Back” and “Storrowton 
Sampler’ must be reserved by teach- 
ers for their classes in advance. Prices 
vary by program and are available by 
calling Storrowton Village Museum. 
“A Day Away in the Past” is $35 and chil- 
dren must bring their own lunch. Space 
is limited for this popular program and 


reservations must be received by Friday, 
Feb. 15. 

For times, more information on any 
of the programs, or to register a child or 
class, call the Storrowton Village Mu- 
seum office at (413) 205-5051, or visit 


TheBigE.com/sv. 


‘Nature ... as it 
was intended’ 
on display 


The Agawam Public Library will feature 
a photography display of local artist Larry 
J. Shortell on the gallery walls, the lower 
level walls, and in the Johnson Memorial 
and lower level cases during January. 

The exhibition will be a selection of 
his photographs in the categories of flora, 
fauna, people, and places. His photographs 
have been taken from around the world and 
are not digitally enhanced. 

Shortell has been a teacher for 14 years 
in Florida, Alaska, Hawaii, Laos, and New 
England. During his 15 summers off, he has 
travelled and taken photographs in all 50 
states and over 80 countries. He has visited 
each of the seven continents at least twice, 
has completed two around-the-world trips, 
and he has another one planned. He has 
been selling photography professionally 
since 2005 at art shows and online. 

In May 2011, Shortell had his first 
book published, titled “Summers off: The 
Worldwide Adventures of a Schoolteach- 
er.” This book is an alphabetical journey 
of his most memorable experiences from 
around the world. 

Viewing is during regular library hours. 
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We make 

it easy to 

SUBMIT 
LOCAL 
NEWS! 


Email submissions 
for the Agawam 
Advertiser gladly 
accepted through 

jwroblewski@turley.com 
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